BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, ELCA
333 East Ridge Street, Ishpeming, Ml 49849
bethellutheran333@yahoo.com
Interim Pastors Steve & Evelyn Weston
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When [Jesus] noticed
how the W chose
the places of honor,

heteidtﬂmwwpcmablb

Luke 14:7, NRSV

The Call Process at Bethel -
will you be ready?

The Lutheran Church differs from some
others such as Catholic or Methodist, in
their understanding of membership in a
congregation. Among Lutherans, members of individual
congregations gather together to vote to “call” pastors for their
congregations. Matthew 25:1-13 tells the story of a wedding where
the guests fell asleep while they were waiting for the groom to
arrive. When the bridegroom finally arrived, some guests weren’t
ready to celebrate— they had fallen asleep. All members of Bethel
who are “voting” members are invited to take part in the call
process by voting to call your next pastor when the time comes.
We don’t yet know when the day or hour will be, but as wise
guests awaiting the celebration, we urge you to keep yourself
prepared. To be a voting member of Bethel (like any other ELCA
Congregation), Confirmed members must have Communed at your
church and made a “contribution of record” in the current or
preceding year. We know Covid concerns have kept some
members away. Also, congregations often find some members
participate less during a transition between called pastors. That
doesn’t excuse you from being prepared. Bethel now offers
Communion every week. You can place your offering in an
envelope with your name on it when you come to worship. Or you
can mail your tithes and offerings to the church, or set up online
giving. Any of these options- given in your name- will be
considered a Contribution of Record. When the unknown day
arrives, we look forward to every one of you taking part in
extending a call to your new pastor.
Then, let the celebration feast begin!

Office: 906-485-5533; bethellutheran333@yahoo.com
Admin. Assistant: Connie Kangas
Pastor Steve Weston: 906-204-0256; steve.weston@ecunet.org
Pastor Evelyn Weston: 906-204-4979; eweston@luthersem.edu
Sunday School Dir: Jennifer Juntunen- BethelSS@yahoo.com
Organist/Chancel & Bell Choirs Director:
Lucas Wickstrom- 906-204-6800; lucas@Ilucas.net
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Dear Bethel members,

On behalf of Bethel’s Church Council I'd like to share a few updates with
you.

First, we are starting year two of our interim process and I'd like to thank
the members of the Transition team for the work they are doing to prepare
Bethel for the call process. Members of that team include: Katie Barron,
Lori Boase, Bud Hart, Connie Kangas, Laura Kantola, Julie Luehmann,
Steve Nelson, Mary Poirier and Pastor Steve Weston.

Bethel’s Ministry Site Profile, which includes a summary of the recently
completed survey by members and community demographic information,
will be completed by the team this fall. This profile is used by potential
pastoral candidates to determine if they have interest in Bethel and in our
community. The team will continue to provide updates in the Evangel as
we move forward in the process.

Secondly, the Church Council reviewed our current financial report and
noted that our year-to-date giving is behind. As of August 22, giving is at
80% of what is budgeted. Thank you to those members who faithfully give
on a weekly or monthly basis, this certainly helps us meet our expenses.
For many of us summer has been busy and please consider this letter a
reminder that it's a great time to catch up on our giving to Bethel. And for
some, perhaps you can prayerfully consider an extra contribution to Bethel
to assist us in meeting our expenses.

Another way to support Bethel is through volunteerism. Please consider
volunteering at weekly church services, joining a committee or
participating in many of the events/activities that are happening. (Watch
the monthly Evangel for details).

And finally, we welcome all to attend services! We will be returning to our
regular service times during the week-end of September 10-11. New this
fall, the Saturday evening service will be at 5:00 p.m. Sunday morning
services will be at 8:00 and 10:30, with Sunday School at 9:15 a.m. The
radio broadcast will return to the 8:00 time slot on 92.3FM, WJPD on
September 11.

Prayerfully,

Kay Tupala,
Bethel Church Council President

Financial Report

ACTUAL | BUDGET | % OF BUDGET
August21 | $2,685 | $5023 53%
YEAR-to-DATE | $136,894 | $170,782 80%

If you cannot attend worship, please mail your offerings to:
Bethel Lutheran Church, 333 E Ridge St, Ishpeming, Ml 49849

Daily Devotion Readings: August 29 - September 3

Monday — Psalm 119:65-72, 2 Chronicles 12:1-12, Hebrews 13:7-21
Tuesday — Psalm 119:65-72, Isaiah 2:12-17, Titus 1:1-9
Wednesday — Psalm 119:65-72, Isaiah 57:14-21, Luke 14:15-24
Thursday — Psalm 1, Genesis 39:1-23, Philippians 2:25-30
Friday — Psalm 1, Deuteronomy7:12-26, Colossians 4:7-17
Saturday — Psalm 1, Deuteronomy 29:2-20, Matthew 10:34-42

Meetings in September

Tuesday, September 6 — 7pm — Transition Team
Friday, September 9 — 10am — Outreach Committee
Tuesday, September 13 — 6:30pm — Church Council

Thursday, September 15 — 6pm — Property Committee
Sunday, September 18 — 6pm — Confirmation Orientation

Regular Office Hours resume on Tuesday, September 6
9:00 am = 2:00 pm
(The office is closed on Monday, September 5.)

The Church Office will be closed on
Monday, September 5, in observance of
Labor Day. Have a Safe & Happy Weekend!
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Donna Marlor  Mike Mariuzza  Janet Simula Marilyn Meyer



Date Day Time Acolyte

Sept. 11 Sunday 10:30am
Sept. 18 Sunday 10:30am
Sept. 26 Sunday 10:30am

Payne Etelamaki
Josie Mechling
Caden Balzarini

Offering Tellers:
Katie Barron & Julie Luehmann

Van Drivers Van Maintenance
Sept. 4 — Gary Thibeault Earl Eliason

Sept. 11 — Duane Palomaki

Sept. 18 — Earl Eliason ARG 3 )
Sept. 26 — Gary Thibeault J,

September 4 -
( 2 September 11 — Dianne Leppanen & Darlene Rice
I Shm September 18 - Deanna Nurmela & Nancy Mattson

September 26 — John & Mavis Wiitanen

Sewing Us
Preaching Minister — Pastor Steve Weston
Organist — Sue Pohlman
Choir Director — Lucas Wickstrom
Usher — Al Balzarini
Lector — Bill Seppanen
Communion Assistants — Bill Seppanen
Van Driver — Earl Eliason
Serving Coffee — Tonya Harsila & Debbie LaMere

A reception to honor Sue Pohlman will follow the service.
Come downstairs for cake and to give best wishes to Sue!
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September 4 — Todd Penrose
September 11 — Bud Hart
September 18 — John Solomon
September 25 — Mike Vial

August 9th Meeting: Council
Highlights

A pot-luck will be held at church on
Sunday, September 11 at 11:30am
instead of a barbeque this year.
Bethel will participate in the “God’s work. Our Hands” event on
September 11 by collecting personal care products for local
homeless.

Council approved the job description for the organist, and also
approved the hire of Lucas Wickstrom as the organist.

Service times will return to the regular schedule the week of
September 10-11. (Saturday evening worship will be 5pm.)

A computer was approved for purchase for the staff treasurer
office.

e
Begins September N CﬂILDRI;N'S J
at 9:15 am ®» SUNDAY
Age 3 through Grade 7 SGiC0lg

Help needed fov Cookie falk!

The Bethel Women of the ELCA officers met recently to
discuss various plans and events. If we are to hold a Cookie
Walk this year, we will need one, or preferably two,
individuals who will plan and organize it.

If you are interested in this task, please
contact the church office at 906-485-5533
or Mary Poirier at 906-485-5944.




Attention Women!

Salad Supper and Kitchen Shower
Tuesday, September 20, 6:00pm

Bring a salad to share; items needed are listed below. Plan to attend for
an evening of fun and good food!

Toilet Paper 6” Paper Plates Paper Towel
Reg & Decaf coffee Kleenex Dusting Spray
Powder Creamer Napkins Aluminum Foll
Qt. Zipper’ Bags Hand Soap (refills)  Bleach

Soft Scrub w/Bleach Mr. Clean All-Purpose Cleaner

13 gal Trash Bags Rags

30 gal Garbage Bags (please, no generic; they break open easily)

Confirmation Orientation
for youth in grades 8 and 9 will be held on Sunday, September 18, at
6:00pm in the fellowship hall. A parent or guardian must also attend
this initial meeting with the student.

PLEASE NOTE: Three worship
LJ O I_I | p services will return on the weekend of
: September 10/11.
‘/\[ ‘ wfg Saturday services, however, will

be at 5:00pm. Sunday services will
remain at 8:00am and 10:30am.

S ——
‘Welcome to Fall’ Potluck

We didn't have a summer barbeque this year,
so this is taking the place of that event.
Sunday, September 11, at 11:30am
Bring a dish to pass - Beverages will be provided
Sign-up is on the ushers’ table at the
back of the sanctuary.

.ALL ARE WELCOME!
_M\_,_I\J

Fall retreat for women of Bethel
"Seasons of Change"

There are three openings still available — you must have your registration
in by Friday, September 2.

Dates - October 7-9
Place - Fortune Lake Lutheran Camp, Crystal Falls - Emanuel Lodge
Meals - meals will be shared by participants
Cost - $100.00 per person which covers double occupancy lodging in
motel style rooms, linens, meeting room. Bethel's Women of the
ELCA will pay a portion of the registration fee.
Registration info - registration forms are available in the office.;!’here is a
$50 deposit (checks should be made out to o
“Bethel Lutheran Church Women”).
If you have any questions or for further info,
contact Mary Poirier at marypoir@aol.com or \
906-485-5944. e

Lucas Wickstrom has been hired as our new
Organist/Pianist and Chancel Choir Director.
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He has been our Bell Choir Director for several
years, and has helped tremendously in the past months, not only in
subbing himself, but also in finding us subs when he could not play.

Annual Fall-Fest at Fortune Lake

This year there will be a virtual as well as on-site venue on
October 1. The deadline to submit Auction items is
September 1. The deadline to submit Country Store and
Draffle items is September 15. The forms for submissions
are available on the counter in the church office.



http://fortunelake.org/

Lifelong Faith Formation
Fun and interesting classes for adults
via Zoom - September and October

The Northern Great Lakes Synod presents a diverse

schedule of classes for people who want to grow in
Lifelong spirituality, faith and knowledge. The registration
Faith Formation  deadline is September 12.

This fall the focus is on understanding the Bible, Lutheran
traditions, youth ministry, and more.
e The Big Picture Bible Study
Growing Younger
Introduction to Biblical Hebrew
Living Together as Church: Lutheran Structure and Function
Romans: The Gospel According to Lutherans
Taco, Cat, Goat, Bible, Pizza - Interpreting the Word as a
Lutheran Today
e Why Do We Do Thate A Background on Liturgical Practices
of Feast Days and Seasons
Go to nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation for more information on
the classes and materials needed. All of the courses are online, with
an added in-person option for “Living Together as Church: Lutheran
Structure and Function.” The classes are free of charge, but some
classes recommend or require the purchase of materials. Instructors
will provide the links to the Zoom discussions.
If you have questions or concerns, contact Deacon Lori Ward at
lori.ward@nglsynod.org or 615-519-1969.

Chancel & Bell Choirs — Chancel Choir meets on Sunday, after the
10:30am worship service, beginning September 18. Bell Choir will meet
on Sundays at 9:15am, beginning September 11.

Quilters — Meet each Thursday at 9:00am, beginning September 8.
You don’t need to know how to quilt, or even sew! There are many
tasks that you can help with.

Prayer Shawls — if you know how to knit or crochet, you can join in
making shawls for people who are suffering an illness or loss. They
meet in the Library on the 1%t and 3@ Wednesday of the month at 1:00pm.

Women’s Circle — Opportunities to learn, serve, and grow in your faith.
Deborah Circle — 2" Wednesday at 1:00pm
Martha Circle — 3" Tuesday at 10:00am
Rachel Circle — 4" Tuesday at 1:00pm
* All circles meet in the Library at Bethel

Upcoming Conference-Wide Youth Event

For young people between 7t and 12t Grade.
All events are free. Pre-registration is
encouraged by contacting the event leaders.

events

Sunday, November 13 - Games, worship, service, food, fellowship
and a time to brainstorm future events.

Location: Prince of Peace Lutheran, 555 Riverside Rd, Harvey

Time: 4:00 - 7:00 pm

Contact Assist. to the Bishop, Jim Duehring (duehring@nglsynod.org)

***Adult leaders needed to help with events. Contact Stefanie Ehle

(youthcoordinator@nglsynod.org) with questions and more details.

s) L utheran World Relief
SUSTAINASLE DEVELOPMEMT. LASTING PROMISE.

SCHOOL KITS:

”»

Four 70-sheet notebooks of wide- or college-ruled paper approx. 8” X 10%2
One 30-cm ruler, or a ruler with cm on one side and inches on the other
One pencil sharpener

One blunt scissors (safety scissors with embedded steel blades work well)
Five unsharpened #2 pencils with erasers

Five black or blue ballpoint pens (no gel ink)

One box of 16 or 24 crayons

One 242” eraser

One sturdy drawstring backpack-style cloth bag approximately 14” X 17”
with shoulder straps (no standard backpacks). There is a pattern for
these if anyone is willing to make some out of twill type fabric.

Place items in the hallway bin signed with “LWR Kits”
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Memorials

In Memory of Annette Ebner from Carol Brown

In Memory of Roger Matson from:
Marilyn and Family
Phil & Marlene Ombrello
Earl & Jean Eliason

Radio Broadcast & Altar Flowers

July 31 - In loving memory of Charlie Brown on his birthday

from his wife, Carol, and his daughters,
Kim Alanko and Connie Kangas.

Radio Broadcast and Altar Flower Sponsors are needed!

Call or email the church office to reserve a date.
Radio broadcasts are $80.00.
906-485-5533 or bethellutheran333@yahoo.com
You can also fill out the form below and turn 1t in
with your offering or mail 1t to

Bethel Lutheran Church, 333 E Ridge St, Ishpeming, M1 49849

| would like to reserve

(Sunday Date)

Radio Broadcast * Altar Flowers
Print in bulletin (In memory of/In honor of/To Glory of God):

From

Phone #

You will be called if the date has already been reserved.

* Flowers are ordered by you directly from your florist.
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Garrett Mann Y'Y
Shawn Hodges, Michael Isaacson,
Tyler Maki, Jennifer Nicholas WQSW
Ayla Cox, Craig Etelamaki
Jean Bilkey, Carol Brown, Tammy Hebert,
Emma Uuro
Kaitlyn Williams
Kevin Goethe, Jesse Sihtala, Sarah Stanek
Alyssa Anderson, Gatlin Karvonen, Jesse Michaud, Steven Nurmela,
Kathleen Ruokala
Kara Ball, Lillian Swanson
Allen Anttila, Shirley Harvala
Gabrielle Kautz, Michael Ostlund
Tony Bachmann, June Harsila, Cassondra Kitto
Marc Hillman, Kevin Kaminen, Mark Livermore, Richard Mattson
Wayne Kaminen, Sheila Meier
Mariann Annala, Lisa Brewer, Nathan Brewer, Gavin Cittadino, Alexa Davis,
Marlene Eliason, Joseph Giroux, Carter Helsten, Owen LaMarre,
Karen Palomaki, Anistyn Skytta, Lexi Thibeault
Robert Mechling IV
Caleb Anderson, Theresa Mashburn
Norman Bjorne
Peggy Chapman, Brittney Hays, William Nardi
Dorothy Meyer, Dylan Perry, Samantha Rivord, Kyle Sihtala
Mary Doney, Shawn Hodges, Vickie Voegtline
Niina Nykanen
Nicholas Parkinen
Sharon Bocklund, Kelly Coluzzi, Leslie Frake, Abby Kulju, Tyler Martinac,
Josie Mechling, Robbie Mechling, Amber Racine
Luke Abendroth, Devin Ball, Seth Brewer, Sandra (Mattila) Cittadino,
Christopher Eagling
Tammy Annala, Nichole Asgaard. Hayden Freudenstein,
Jane Webb
Gail Hooper, Heidi Kugler, Alexandria Livermore, Rita Palomaki,
Gary Walimaa
Sophie Mahoski
Elizabeth Anderson, Dylan Giuchin, Nicole lllikainen, Paul Koch,
Tasha Sullivan, Sara Thibeault, Collin Wiitanan
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