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Dates at a Glance





Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
God provided the intention and ideal for our relationships, by being the Creator
and source of all life and relationships. Jesus Christ provided the powerful
witness to
humankind, by explaining this Divine process through human language, once
again acting as the bridge between our own humanity and the Divinity that
dwells within us. The Holy Spirit dwelling within us allows us the freedom and
gives us the ability to understand and act upon Jesus’ witness and call to action.
We worship together in-person and online at 10:30am on Sundays. The wearing
of masks in the church building is currently optional, as decided by the council
on June 20th. Our community is seeing an increase in the prevalence of the delta
variant and thus we will convene an emergency council meeting this week, in
order to reevaluate the situation. I recommend wearing a mask if you find it
appropriate.
We will still use individual communion bags in the sanctuary with seating in
alternating rows. Masks and hand sanitizer will continue to be available at the
entrance and throughout the building. I trust that each participant in worship will
make decisions for themselves and care of others.
My heart is filled with gratitude today as I reflect on all the opportunities we
have had and all the people we have journeyed with along the way. Thank you to
all those who watched online and attended my in-person installation service on
August 29th; it was a memorable and wonderful day for me and for my family.
My parents from India watched the live stream service and were delighted; they
are sending their love and gratitude to you all. I also want to thank Sean for his
willingness to work hard for the church.
I am personally grateful to the members of the fellowship committee who
worked hard to put everything together. Thanks to all of your hard work, the day
was just as joyous and gorgeous as anticipated. You all are awesome and I
appreciate you!
It is recommended that you take the vaccine unless there are outer health issues
that prevent you from doing so, to make our community safer.
The Triune God, wholly and ever present, calls us all to be witnesses for and
uplift the most vulnerable in our communities, both within the church and in the
wider world.

p. 6 Important dates
and Upcoming Events



“You’re the beat to a broken heart
Bread for a hungry crowd,
and warm word from Your voice rings out.
And the dead throw the grave clothes down.
Cause You’re still the God of the empty tomb.
The one who came alive again
So come alive in me. Come alive in me.”
Meredith Andrews, “Start with me.”

September 6, 2021
Labor Day
September 11, 2021
Patriot Day
September 12, 2021
Grandparents’ Day
September 22, 2021
First Day of Fall

Office hours for
Faith Lutheran Church:

Mon. through Thurs.
9AM—2PM
Incase of Pastoral
Emergencies Pastor Rita
can be reached at
1(312) 478-6212
Or by email at
critawilliam@gmail.com

May the peace of God be with you!
Yours in Christ, Pastor Rita.

In-person Worship has resumed!
Join us Sundays at 10:30am*
You can also watch live on Facebook

*We begin with organ music at 10:20am h
Later the service may be watched on our website h
https://www.faithlutheransaultstemarie.org/ h
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The Pathfinder is the monthly
newsletter of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America community at :
Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. (906) 632-7246
The deadline for the Pathfinder is
the 15th of each month.
Please send articles, comments, news items
c/o Pathfinder Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net
Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala
Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig
Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,
Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,
Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,
and Ken Randall

Faith Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod website: nglsynod.org
Denomination website: elca.org

CONGRATS
PASTOR RITA!
See page 5 for more
photos from the
Service of
Installation for
The Reverend
Rita Chirala.
Video of the service
can be found on our
Facebook page

Our homebound and nursing home
members are often so isolated that
your phone call, visit, even a card
can mean the difference between
lonely existence and continued life
in our faith community. What can
you do? Please reach out to those
who have been such a vital part of
our congregation and give back.

Beverly Tankersley– Medilodge– Rm A1
1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783
Alice Isaacson– P.O. Box 1858
SSM, MI 49783 (906)259-0402
Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-8727
Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-6483
Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Home– 1703 Hyde St.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)253-2331
Walter Pell- 605 W. Portage Ave.
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 635-6002
Al Picotte- P.O. Box 580
Cedarville, MI 49719

(906) 630-8806

Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 632-7496
Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington Ct. #102
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 253-1580

Facebook.com/
FaithLC1966
and at
our website
Faithlutheransaultstemarie.org
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“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this bread
will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.”
~John 6:51
Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
I remember my First Communion on Easter Sunday of my 5th grade year of school. On
the Maundy Thursday previous, our community of faith gathered for a Seder Meal and
even though it was Lent, I had an Epiphany. That meal, coupled with the worship
experiences of The Three Days (also called The Triduum: Maundy Thursday, Good
Friday, and Holy Saturday with Easter Vigil), connected the dots in my 11-year-old
mind to the chronology of the passion story. Calling Holy Communion the “last
supper” actually made sense for the first time. One would think that this would have
been obvious, but I confess it was not. Until that Maundy Thursday Seder, I didn’t
quite understand the flow and connectedness of Jesus’ last hours. When Easter Sunday
came, there were two worship services with a brunch in between. I had to stay for both
services, so I went to communion twice that morning. My parents thought that was
funny and I remember not really understanding why.
I would guess most of us have a First Communion story. And those who are older will remember when Holy
Communion was celebrated far less frequently – annually even, then maybe monthly, then every other week,
and for many of our congregations, our pre-pandemic rhythm was weekly.
For the last thirty years or so, our church body has encouraged weekly communion so that people will be
reminded with a clear and tangible sign, a sign they can taste and touch, that Christ is with them, and they are
forgiven and loved. After all, this news is so good it is just that difficult to believe. We need to be reminded
regularly. In the words of Luther, “This is most certainly true.”
But then the pandemic made worshiping together in person unwise. And what is Holy Communion without the
gathered assembly?
Faithful people tried to answer this question in consideration of our theological traditions and in new practices
meant to meet the challenges.
• Some fasted until we could gather again, relying on the presence of Christ in the Word proclaimed,
personal devotions, and Bible study through online or written communications.
• Some provided a combination of online worship followed by communion offered in the parking lot,
referred to by some as “drive through communion.”
• Some encouraged online viewers to provide their own elements at home, bread and juice/wine, which
was consumed during an online communion service where people were gathered virtually.
• Some encouraged bringing your own elements to parking lot worship, broadcasted through a shortrange FM transmitter, so people were able to worship together, separately in their cars.
• Many gathered for worship outside and came up with creative ways to safely distribute the elements,
including the newly invented “communion pods” with wafer and juice prepackaged.
How much of these new practices will continue post-pandemic remains to be seen.
As we enter August, our gospel readings will highlight the words of Jesus regarding
his identity as the Bread of Life and the importance of eating and drinking in memory
of him. Week after week we will hear about Jesus and bread and body and blood.
I do believe it is not uncommon for weekly preachers to feel like they have nothing
left to say about Jesus and bread by the third week.
With our gospel readings so focused on Jesus as the Bread of Life in the
coming weeks, and as the Church emerges from pandemic challenges and begins
to reestablish former practices, now is a good time to consider again what is Holy
Communion and how do we best honor its practice so that what we do and think
and is “good, right, and salutary.”
(Continued on the next page.)
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In October, as part of Lifelong Faith Formation, I invite you to join me in reflecting on how our sacramental
theology has been challenged or affirmed by pandemic practices and wrestle together over questions that the
pandemic has brought to the fore. For example:
• Can I record the service and press replay at the consecration part so I can have communion at home at a
time when it’s more convenient?
• Do we still need a pastor if our dad has been blessing the elements at home?
• If a TV preacher had tried to offer communion during their program pre-pandemic, there would have been
a holy uproar. Why has that changed?
• What have people found to be most meaningful? What has fallen short of that?
• If I don’t have communion every week, or if I missed it for many weeks, will God hold that against me?
• What are the pros and cons of having weekly Holy Communion?
• What effects has the pandemic had on people’s understanding of the presence of Christ in and out of the
community of faith?
• What is non-negotiable for communion to be holy?
As a kid, I was glad when there wasn’t Holy Communion because then there would be a children’s sermon – a
concession, I’m guessing, to those who were concerned with the length of the worship time. As a young adult,
I found that I missed communion if it wasn’t offered, but also found the liturgy of the weekly communion
service to not leave a whole lot of room for any other creative worship ideas. During the pandemic, I found
that I preferred to wait until I could eat and drink with the Body of Christ, that is, my siblings in Christ as the
gathered assembly. For me, anything less than that felt, well…less than. And I found it was important to me
to give and receive the words “for you” on a one-to-one basis and not collectively.
During the pandemic, our congregations and pastors have done their best to navigate all the questions and
decisions that the pandemic demanded. It has not been easy. I have taken comfort in remembering that this is
Christ’s church and whatever mistakes we made in the last year, God will have another 100 years to correct
before the next major pandemic strikes. However, I do believe there is room for us, as people of faith who
love our church, to pause and reflect on what we believe are the essential components of our worshipping life.
Whether this reflection happens in your own devotions, with a group in your congregations, or as part of our
Synod wide conversation, I believe there will be blessing.
Jesus commands us to eat and drink. Add to that the promise of his presence, and we have more than enough
reason to desire a spot at the Lord’s Table. In good Lutheran tradition, that invites the engagement of both
head and heart, we are blessed to wrestle with the question…and ask it again…what does this mean?
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan

July Financial
Statement
Month of July
2021
Actual Activity

Month of July
2021
Budget

Net Activity
(Over)
Under Budget

July 2021 Y.T.D.
Actual

July Y.T.D.
Budget

Net Activity
Over (Under)
Budget

General Fund
Revenue

$ 8,230.00

$ 9,655.00

$ (1,425.00)

$ 79,027.95

$ 61,714.00

$ 17,313.95

Expenses

$ 11,930.07

$ 13,049.00

$ (1,118.93)

$ 90,865.06

$ 98,867.00

$ (8,001.94)

Revenue
over (under)
Expenses

$ (3,700.07)

$ (3,394.00)

$ (306.07)

$ (11,837.11)

$ (37,153.00) $ 25,315.89
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On Sunday, August 29th, we held the Service of Installation for
The Reverend Rita Chirala.
We had Ministers from the surrounding area, friends/family of Pastor Rita from Illinois and
Wisconsin, Bishop Katherine Finegan, and many members attend. It was a very special and
memorable day for Pastor Rita. Here are some pictures taken that day.
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September 6th
Connie & Bob Mattson
60 years 9/1/61
3rd Kathy Flickinger

Sandee & Paul Raappana
47 years 9/7/74

3rd Jackson Gervasio
3rd Lynnea Kagarise

Jennifer & Adam Mohagen
14 years 9/8/07

7th Andrew Piirainen
10th Eric Marken
12th Bruce Anderson
12th Marek McCallum
13th Lindsay Bricco
13th Jenna Sanderson
13th Jess Sanner
17th Lily Randall
20th Benjamin Peterman
23rd Vicki Luoma
23rd Steven Rogers

On September 12th we will be
welcoming NEW MEMBERS,
and members who never
received an official welcome
due to the pandemic. If you
are interested in becoming a
member of Faith, please
contact Pastor Rita or Sean.

SEPTEMBER

12 TH

25th Lee Sanner
26th Matthew Kagarise
26th Lynne Nortch
27th Phala Gendreau
28th Nancy Skidmore
29th Diane Markstrom

Our ladies group, WELCA,
meets the first Wednesday of
every month at 10:30AM for
bible study and a meeting.
Bring something to eat for
lunch.

Quilts, quilts, quilts!
The Monday Quilters will be
displaying their handmade
tied quilts in the church
sanctuary beginning Sunday,
September 12 through
Sunday, September 26. Many
of the quilts will be shipped
through Lutheran World
Relief, to various parts of the
world for people in need. If
you are interested in
purchasing one of these quilts,
you may do so. They will be
for sale at $35.00 each.

September 22nd

The Walking Together event scheduled for
September 26th has been cancelled due to
the rising concern of the Delta variant of
COVID-19.
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
June 15, 2021
The meeting was called to order by President Cathy Tibbett at 7:03 p.m.
Members present: Cathy Tibbett, Wayne Olsen, Jack Armstrong, Vicki Luoma, Pastor Rita
Chirala, Steve Sanderson, Ese Osumili
Members absent: Will Karr, Ken Randall
Guest: Louise Armstrong
Devotions: Wayne Olsen gave the devotions. Pastor Rita gave a prayer. Devotions for July – Ese
Osumili
Minutes: Steve Sanderson made a motion to accept the minutes of May 18, 2021. Seconded by
Wayne Olsen. Motion carried.
Future meetings:
Council meeting - Tuesday, July 13, 2021 at 7:00 p.m.
Counters: June - Jack Armstrong, Steve Sanderson July – Ese Osumili, Cathy Tibbett
Old Business:
Church Services:
Mask Wearing: Wayne Olsen made a motion that Masks are optional and if not fully vaccinated,
please wear a mask. Seconded by Steve Sanderson. Motion carried.
Coffee Hour: Coffee can be inside.
Singing Softly: Singing softly will continue.
Office: The office will be open to the public starting on Monday, June 21.
Building Use for outside groups
Hand Quilters (2 person group) once a week. Steve Sanderson made a motion that the Hand
Quilters group may resume to finish the quilt they are working on now. Seconded by Wayne Olsen.
Motion carried.
Other public groups: Steve Sanderson made a motion to not open the church to public groups
until after the first of the year. Seconded by Ese Osumili. Motion carried.
Vacation Bible School: Wayne Olsen made a motion to allow people to set up for VBS boxes on
July 12 at Faith. They need to wear protective gear. Seconded by Jack Armstrong. Motion carried.
New Business:
Lisa Justin’s last Sunday playing the piano: Lisa will be recognized on Sunday June 20.
Flowers will be purchased. Lisa is moving to Wisconsin.
Sherman Park Service: This outdoor service will be on July 18 at Sherman Park. There will be a
potluck after the service.
Welcome new members: August 15 will be the tentative date for welcoming new members.
Updating Directory: This item is being referred to the membership committee.
Assisting Ministers: Assisting ministers will hopefully start in the fall.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rita gave her Pastor’s report.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education – Vacation Bible School will not be in person this year. Boxes with activities
will be distributed by a Drive thru at Faith on July 14.
Endowment –$750. was sent in for seminarians.
Worship and Music – The outdoor service will be at Sherman Park on July 18 at 10:30 a.m. A
potluck will be held afterward.
Membership – Next meeting the end of May.
Outreach – Sherman Park for the outdoor service on July 18 at 10:30 a.m.
Finance – Wayne gave the financial report.
Property – We are waiting for a quote for the driveway.
Wayne will get shrubs for the front of the church.
WELCA – They met on June 2.
A motion was made by Steve Sanderson to accept the committee
reports including the pastor’s report. Seconded by Jack Armstrong.
Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn: Wayne Olsen made a motion to adjourn the meeting.
Seconded by Jack Armstrong. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
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Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Luoma, Council Secretary

FROM THE SYNOD
Northern Great Lakes Synod Classes Begin Online in September-October 2021
- Biblemania! Reading Through Some of the 66 Books of Food for the Soul
- Ezekiel Bible Study
- Intermediate Biblical Greek
- Walking Together: Companionship with the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania
- An Introduction to Family Systems Thinking
- Book Study of Friedman’s Fables (by Rabbi Ed Friedman): “Metaphors for Family Systems
Thinking”
- Holy Communion Post-Pandemic: What, When, Where, Who, and Why

Visit www.nglsynod.org/lifelong-faith-formation for more information and to register
or contact Deacon Lori Ward at (615) 519-1969 or lori.ward@nglsynod.org.

WELCA in AUGUST!
As is tradition, our ladies
group (WELCA) met at Joy
Lake’s Cabin in August for
some time of fellowship,
food, and FAITH. WELCA
meets the first Wednesday
of every month at 10:30am
at the church. With a
special visit to Joy’s cabin
usually in August. If you are
interested in joining WELCA
for one of their meetings,
please speak with Gail
Knight, or Joy Lake. You
may also call the church
office for more information.
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20
Psalm 139:1-18

27
Psalm 5

26
Mark 9:38-50

13
Psalm
119:169-176

Labor Day

6
Isaiah 38:10-20

Monday

19
Mark 9:30-37

Grandparents’ Day

12
Mark 8:27-38

5
Mark 7:24-37

Sunday

1
Mark 7:9-23

Wednesday

28
Zechariah
8:18-23

21
Matthew 9:9-13

14
John 3:13-17

29
Luke 10:17-20

First Day of Fall

22
Jeremiah 1:4-10

15
John 7:25-36

7
8
Hebrews 12:3-13 Matthew 17:14-21

Tuesday

10
James 2:17-26

3
Romans 2:12-16

Friday

30
Galatians 3:23-29

23
Acts 4:13-31

24
Acts 12:20-25

16
17
1 Corinthians 2:1-5 Romans 11:25-32

9
Hebrews 11:17-22

2
Romans 2:1-11

Thursday

25
Matthew 5:13-20

18
2 Kings 17:5-18

Patriot Day

11
Matthew 21:23-32

4
Isaiah 33:1-9

Saturday

September 2021
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