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Dates at a Glance



Jan. 1, 2022
New Year’s Day
Jan. 17, 2022
Martin Luther
King Jr. Day

Office hours for
Faith Lutheran Church:

Mon. through Thurs.
9AM—2PM
Incase of Pastoral
Emergencies Pastor Rita
can be reached at
1(312) 478-6212
Or by email at
critawilliam@gmail.com

Happy New Year! As this year begins to depart, let us be thankful for having
this opportunity to be safe from all the possible circumstances that we faced. I
extend my gratitude to each and every one of you for the immeasurable support,
kindness, and love you have shown to church ministries, and one another. This
is an incredible community which I am extremely grateful to serve.
As we look ahead to 2022, it reminds me of the real work we have after
Christmas celebrations are over towards our neighbor, communities, and the
world. Here is the poem called “Now the work of Christmas begins”, by
Howard Thurman. This poem inspires us to work for a greater justice and a
greater peace in the world.
Now the work of Christmas begins---by Howard Thurman---Theologian, educator, civil rights leader.

When the song of the angel is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,
when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.
It is with great hope that we look forward in faith to the work of Jesus' Church,
specifically Faith Lutheran Church, in the new year. We pray that our
experiences in the past year have given us insight and awareness about
ourselves, our community and our faith in protecting one another. As we move
forward with faith and boldness, we seek God's guidance and prepare to
respond with creativity, diligence, and obedience.
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Rita.

Join us Sundays at 10:30am*
You can also watch live on Facebook

*We begin with organ music at 10:20am .
Later the service may be watched on our website

https://www.faithlutheransaultstemarie.org/ .
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“For in hope we were saved.
Now hope that is seen is not hope.
For who hopes for what is seen?
But if we hope for what we do not see,
we wait for it with patience.”
~Romans 8: 24-25

Dear Northern Great Lakes Synod,
You have no doubt noticed the increasing darkness. The kids go to school in the dark,
and soon, the school day will end as it began, in darkness. The hours of light are
getting shorter and shorter, and people are grateful for lingering twilight.
How ironic that the most hopeful season of the church year begins as the darkness
increases. In the weeks to come, we light candles on the Advent wreath, and it’s not a
moment too soon. These lights of hope stand against the growing darkness. And
every week, as we add the flame of another candle, the light will increase and shine
brighter even as the darkness comes sooner and lasts longer.
In this season of Hope, and as this year of Hope 2021 comes to its end, I share with you some things that I do
see that give me hope:
Our congregations continue to find new creative ways to do ministry.
As I read through your newsletters, whether online or hard copy, I am impressed and encouraged by your
continued efforts. Sure, some things have paused. Yes, some priorities have been re-evaluated and energies
placed in new directions. Yet, this is all good as we continue to be church together and church for the sake of
the world. I am grateful to the Spirit that is at work among and through us as the work of Christ continues.
We have wonderful pastoral leaders!
In the past few years, we have welcomed many new pastors and they bring new energy, perspective, and ideas.
And our seasoned pastors and Licensed Lay Ministers have provided stability and the blessing of trusted
relationships that keep congregational partnerships in motion and help reduce anxiety. And congregations in
pastoral transition have been patient and involved, waiting for God’s timing with hope.
We have renewed joy in being together again…safely.
As pandemic restrictions have eased, Pastor Jim and I are once again happy to gather with you for worship. I
do not mind wearing a mask if it means we can sing together and gather in the same space. I love hearing the
voices of others raised in song and prayer. It has felt like salve on a wound to share the peace, sing alto to
someone’s soprano, and hear combined voices pray the Lord’s prayer together in the rhythm and cadence of
voices in unison. While I truly believe that some sense of community can be achieved and appreciated through
Zoom, YouTube, and Facebook live, the joy and value of the community gathered in person is also true and
real.
Our synod is newly connected through Lifelong Faith Formation, Pastoral Leader Check-Ins, and
various Zoom meetings.
While I have missed being able to add lunch and snacks to in person Synod meetings, in many ways we are
more connected as a synod than we have ever been. Teachers and students from the Copper Country to
Marinette, from Ironwood to Sault Ste. Marie gather in virtual classrooms and discussion groups.
We are church together in a whole new way, gathering to discuss and wrestle with conversations
about issues of race, scriptural interpretation, and to consider and plan various ministry efforts.
(Continued on page 4)
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The Pathfinder is the monthly
newsletter of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America community at :
Faith Lutheran Church, 1600 Park Street,
Sault Ste. Marie, Michigan. (906) 632-7246
The deadline for the Pathfinder is
the 15th of each month.
Please send articles, comments, news items
c/o Pathfinder Editor, 1600 Park St. Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
or e-mail to faithlc1966@att.net
Pastor: Rev. Rita Chirala
Church Office Administrator/Editor: Sean Uhrig
Congregation Council: Catherine Tibbett,
Will Karr, Vicki Luoma, Wayne Olsen,
Ese Osumili, Steve Sanderson, Jack Armstrong,
and Ken Randall

Faith Lutheran Church
is a member congregation of the
Northern Great Lakes Synod of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Synod website: nglsynod.org
Denomination website: elca.org

Our homebound and nursing home
members are often so isolated that
your phone call, visit, even a card
can mean the difference between
lonely existence and continued life
in our faith community. What can
you do? Please reach out to those
who have been such a vital part of
our congregation and give back.

Beverly Tankersley– Medilodge– Rm C8
1011 Meridian St. SSM, MI 49783
Alice Isaacson– P.O. Box 1858
SSM, MI 49783 (906)259-0402
Copper Garrett- 5036 W. Five Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-8727
Linda Doran- 590 Three 1/2 Mile Rd.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)632-6483
Ruth Ronquist- Merlin Home– 1703 Hyde St.
SSM, MI 49783 (906)253-2331
Walter Pell- 605 W. Portage Ave.
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 635-6002
Al Picotte- P.O. Box 580
Cedarville, MI 49719

The first part of the 2022 Annual Meeting will
be held February 20, 2022. There are 4 seats
to be filled on the council this year. If you are
interested please get your information in to a
Council Member. We also need 2 delegates to
represent us for the Synod Assembly.

(906) 630-8806

Mary Oja - McKinley Manor, 110-E 2023 W 4th,
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 632-7496
Louise Rogers- 332 Arlington
Ct. #102
SSM, MI 49783
(906) 253-1580
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No Anniversaries this month

4th

Katherine Kagarise

5th

Bill Robinson

8th

Erin Lake

11th

Alec Cook

12th

Peggy Suriano

15th

Garrett Peterman

16th

Jonathon Sundstrom

21st

Westin Bailey

21st

Darryl East

25th

Logan Cook

26th

Danielle Fike

29th

Nancy Bolio

Join us for a
Healing
Service,
Sunday
January 2nd,
following
our regular
worship
service.

WELCA will be meeting at
Faith on January 5th at
10:30am for their bible study,
meeting, and meal

JAN. 17th
(Bishop Finegan’s article continued from page 2)

God is at work!
In all our efforts, in all our re-evaluations, in all the changes and future uncertainty, the Spirit of the living
Christ is gathering, inspiring, supporting, and guiding. We are discovering again what it means to be church,
what the purpose of the Body of Christ is in this world, and who we are in mission together. I see a new hunger
for deeper spirituality and for meaningful connectedness to God and each other. I see ministry efforts taking on
a life of their own. I see details and pieces falling together. I see a willingness to experiment, to try new things,
to jump even when the landing is unclear.
There is much to be hopeful for because of what we can see even as we continue to hope for that which is still
becoming. As Advent candles are lit, as the glow from the manger bed grows brighter, as we strain to hear the
songs of angels, remember that you are not alone. In hopeful anticipation of Christmas and a blessed New
Year, I believe it is not too soon to share the following verse from “It Came upon the Midnight Clear” that
speaks anew to our present circumstances:
And you, beneath life’s crushing load,
whose forms are bending low,
who toil along the climbing way
with painful steps and slow:
look now, for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing;
Oh, rest beside the weary road
and hear the angels sing!
Yours in Christ,
Bishop Katherine Finegan
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Sunday school volunteers needed
In preparation for a return to In-person Sunday school, we are looking to
gather a few volunteers who would be willing to teach one or two Sundays a
month. Sunday school will be held during worship service rather than before
worship services. Until the time that we have Sunday school teachers, we
will continue to send home packets for the kids which include: children’s
bulletins for every Sunday (usually 2 months at a time), a letter from Pastor
Rita, and crafts & activities pertaining to the lessons in the bulletins. So if
you are interested, please contact the church office or Pastor Rita to
volunteer to help us begin in-person Sunday school class again.
Thank you!
Stewardship Month - Stewardship month begins the first Sunday of January and we will continue through the
entire month. During our worship, we will have a temple talk each week led by Stewardship committee
members.
Change in Offertory procedure January 2nd - We will no longer have the offering plate placed in the
Narthex. Instead we will have offering baskets on long handles brought around during the offering, at that
point you may place your offering in the basket.

FROM THE TREASURER
Month of
Nov. 2021

General Fund
Revenue

$ 7,904.25

Nov.-21
Budget

$ 6,400.00

Net Activity
Actual
Over (Under) Month of
Budget
Nov. 2020

Nov.-21
Nov.-21
Net Activity
Actual
Year-to-Date Year to Date Over (Under) Nov. 2020
Actual
Budget
Budget
Year -to-Date

$ 1,504.25 $ 11,306.00 $ 117,520.70 $ 89,227.00

$ 28,293.70

$ 86,608.63

$ 82,865.98

Expenses

$ 12,891.13 $ 11,978.00

$ 913.13 $ 14,956.08 $ 138,121.52 $ 151,694.00 $ (13,572.48)

Operating
Revenue
Over ( Under)
Expenses

$ (4,986.88) $ (5,578.00)

$ 591.12 $ (3,650.08) $ (20,600.82) $ (62,467.00)

$ 41,866.18

$ 3,742.65

Thank you,
to everyone who was able to sign/write
a greeting in the Christmas cards we
sent to our homebound members.
Here is one of the kind responses we
received from one of those members.
They were extremely thankful and
mentioned how, “...it meant so much to
me. I cherish reading the names of my
Faith Lutheran family. God Bless you
all.”
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FROM THE SYNOD
Join us this Winter for Lifelong
Faith Formation Classes!
The synod offers a Lifelong Faith Formation program for adults who
want to grow in faith and spirit as they learn together. Meeting
online via Zoom, classes range in duration from two sessions to ten
weekly meetings. Here’s a preview of the 2022 winter schedule:
 Introduction to Biblical Hebrew - Sunday evenings with Pastor
Nicole Hanson Lynn
 The Samuel Series: Prayer and the Spiritual Life - Monday
mornings, facilitated by Barb Ojibway, Pastor Lee Goodwin, and
Pastor Jon Magnuson
 The Big Picture Bible Discussion - Tuesday evenings, coordinated by Susan Anderson
and Jeff Henquinet
 Anishinaabe Culture - Up to three evening sessions beginning on Thursday, January
27, coordinated by Denise Cadeau, Dean of Anishinaabe Studies at Keweenaw Bay
Ojibwa Community College
 Ezekiel Bible Study - Wednesday evenings with Pastor Tommy Richter (this second
class in the series will cover chapters 25-48)
Dialogue with the Islamic Resource Group - Coordinated by Pastor Christina Forsythe,
on two evenings, Thursday, January 20 and Friday, January 21

Important Dates Regarding the ELCA Youth Gathering
Plans for the 2022 ELCA Youth Gathering continue to move forward with caution and
congregations should use their best judgment when deciding what will be best for their
youth right now. Registration will remain open through May 22 and the Gathering will take
place July 24-28 in Minneapolis, MN.
•
•
•
•
•
•

November 22, 2021: Regular Registration begins
November 22, 2021: Servant Companion Volunteer Application Opens
January 22, 2022: Hotel Assignments
February 22, 2022: Late Registration begins
May 22, 2022: Registration closes
July 24-28, 2022: ELCA Youth Gathering in Minneapolis, MN

For additional information and resources, visit http://elca.org/YouthGathering
or call the Faith church office at 906-632-7246.
Servant Companion Volunteers Needed
Do you have a young adult in your congregation who would like to attend
the Gathering, but is no longer eligible to come as an attendee? Young Adult
Servant Companions accompany congregational groups during their Service
Learning Day. Applicants should be comfortable leading a group, thinking
on their feet, and speaking about their faith. Servant Companions must be
between the ages of 19 and 30 years old at the time of the Gathering.
Applications for Servant Companion volunteers are now open.
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Faith Lutheran Church
Council Meeting
November 16, 2021
The meeting was called to order by President Cathy Tibbett at 7:03 p.m.
Members present: Cathy Tibbett, Jack Armstrong, Vicki Luoma, Pastor Rita Chirala, Ken
Randall
Members absent: Wayne Olsen, Steve Sanderson, Will Karr, Ese Osumili
Guest: Louise Armstrong
Devotions: Cathy Tibbett gave the devotions and a prayer. Devotions for January – Vicki
Luoma
Minutes: Ken Randall made a motion to accept the minutes of October 19, 2021.
Seconded by Vicki Luoma. Motion carried.
Future meetings:
December Christmas dinner
Council meeting - Tuesday, January 18, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Counters: November- Ken Randall and Vicki Luoma December- Steve Sanderson and Ese
Osumili January – Wayne Olsen and Cathy Tibbett
Old Business:
Save A Lot Bags: Faith is distributing Save A Lot Bags from 10-2 Monday – Thursday and
St. James Episcopal is distributing Save A Lot Bags on Fridays from 3-5. This will
continue until Christmas or until the bags run out.
New Business:
Discretionary Fund: Pastor Rita, Cathy, and Wayne will meet to discuss the discretionary
fund.
Council Christmas Dinner: will be held at the Country Club on either December 11,
December 18, or December 19 at 6:00 p.m.
Thank You Letter and Donation: Faith Lutheran received a generous $500 donation from
a couple who have vacationed in our area and have attended Faith and found the people of
Faith to be so friendly and welcoming.
New Council Members to be Elected in February: Discussion was held on the process of
selecting new council members in February.
Pastor’s Report: Pastor Rita gave her Pastor’s report. She shared highlights from her first
year’s pastors conference held at Fortune Lake.
Committee Reports:
Christian Education: Sunday School students are receiving a bag of materials to do at
home. In-person Sunday School will resume at church when a teacher can be found.
Confirmation is going well. There are 6 students in the confirmation class. Bible Study is
on Thursdays at 5:00 p.m. Thanks to Pastor Ron and Pastor Paul for helping.
Come to the Table – We are hoping to start Come to the Table at the beginning of 2022.
Endowment – No Report.
Fellowship – Members of the Fellowship committee will provide the Thanksgiving treats
after the morning worship service. On Christmas Eve church members will be asked to
provide cookies ahead of time and they will be packaged by the Fellowship committee and
available after the Christmas Eve service.
Worship and Music – The next meeting is on Dec. 2.
Membership – The committee has been calling all members to get updated
information. Members have also been notified by mail.
(Continued on the next page.)
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(Council Minutes continued)
Outreach – Will distribute the Save A Lot bags. They will include a Faith Lutheran
Church brochure.
Stewardship – will be done in January
Finance – Cathy gave the financial report and went over the recommended budget for
2022
Property – Norris still plans to do the driveway in the spring. There was a shortage of
asphalt. We are on the list for next year.
Memorial – Cathy Tibbett and Sandy Lawson are gathering information about replacing
the pew cushions.
Campus Ministry – Ken Randall suggested that we support monetarily with what they are
already doing on campus at LSSU. There is approximately $1500. remaining in the grant
from the Synod for Campus Ministry.
WELCA –There will not be a bazaar this year. November 3 the ladies met for Bible Study
and a meeting. Our December 8 meeting will be at Applebee’s at 11:30. We will meet at
church after to put together goodie bags for the Shut-ins and deliver them. We plan to
hold a bake sale after the first of the year.
Staff Support – No Report
A motion was made by Jack Armstrong to accept the committee reports including the
pastor’s report. Seconded by Ken Randall. Motion carried.
Motion to adjourn: Ken Randall made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Jack
Armstrong. Motion carried.
The meeting adjourned with the Lord’s Prayer.
Respectfully submitted,
Vicki Luoma, Council Secretary

2022
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17
Psalm 145

24
25
26
Psalm 119:89-96 Galatians 1:11-24 Jeremiah 36:27-32

31
Psalm 56

23
Luke 4:14-21

30
Luke 4:21-30

18
Matthew
16:13-19

19
Luke 5:33-39

12
Numbers 27:1-11

16
John 2:1-11

11
1 John 5:13-21

10
Psalm 106:1-12

5
Jeremiah 31:7-14

Wednesday

9
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

4
Isaiah 6:1-5

Tuesday

3
Psalm 72

Monday

2
John 1:1-18

Sunday

27
Acts 10:44-48

20
Romans 7:1-6

13
Acts 8:18-24

6
Isaiah 60:1-6

Thursday

28
2 Chronicles
35:20-27

21
Romans 12:1-8

8
Ecclesiastes
3:1-15

1
Luke 2:15-21

Saturday

29
2 Chronicles
36:11-21

22
Luke 2:39-52

14
15
1 Corinthians 7:1-7 Jeremiah 4:1-4

7
1 Corinthians
2:1-10

Friday

January 2022
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