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Our Mission Statement...
First Lutheran Church is God’s people inviting, involving,
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SUNDAY, November 29 – First Sunday of Advent
8:00am – OnlineWorship
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Chris Mineau

GATHERING

Congregational responses are in BOLD print.
**Please STAND as you are comfortable

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS



We invite you to join us in communion from home: Light a
candle to represent the Light of Christ. Prepare for your family
bread and wine or juice to represent Christ with us.
Prepackaged communion cups are available at the church,
please call to schedule a pick up time.



Just a friendly reminder that this is the time we are asking you
to submit an estimate of giving for 2021. If you have not yet
done so, please fill out an estimate card and turn it in to the
office. Thanks and Blessings.



Do you know a member that is unable to receive worship
services through the internet? We have worship tablets for
this purpose. Please contact the church office for information.



We are collecting new mittens, hats and scarves for the mitten
tree again this year (socks are ok too!). Items collected will be
donated to the Salvation Army.

**CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the
presiding minister begins.
P: Blessed be God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit,
whose forgiveness is sure
and whose steadfast love endures forever.
C: Amen.
P: Together let us honestly and humbly confess
that we have not lived as God desires.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: Loving and forgiving God,
C: we confess that we are held captive by sin.
In spite of our best efforts, we have gone astray.
We have not welcomed the stranger;
we have not loved our neighbor;
we have not been Christ to one another.
Restore us, O God.
Wake us up and turn us from our sin.
Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen.
P: People of God, hear this glad news:
by God’s endless grace
your sins are forgiven, and you are free—
free from all that holds you back
and free to live in the peaceable realm of God.
May you be strengthened in God’s love,
☩ comforted by Christ’s peace,
and accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

**GATHERING HYMN

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” v. 1, 2

**GREETING & PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
C: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful
protection awaken us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and
keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, for you live
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

** LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH
“Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah” v. 1

WORD
THE READING: Isaiah 64:1-9
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down,
so that the mountains would quake at your presence—
2as when fire kindles brushwood
and the fire causes water to boil—
to make your name known to your adversaries,
so that the nations might tremble at your presence!
3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect,
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence.
4From ages past no one has heard,
no ear has perceived,
no eye has seen any God besides you,
who works for those who wait for him.

5You

meet those who gladly do right,
those who remember you in your ways.
But you were angry, and we sinned;
because you hid yourself we transgressed.
6We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth.
We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.
7There is no one who calls on your name,
or attempts to take hold of you;
for you have hidden your face from us,
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity.
8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father;
we are the clay, and you are our potter;
we are all the work of your hand.
9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD,
and do not remember iniquity forever.
Now consider, we are all your people.
The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM: Psalm 80:1-7
1Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock;
shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim.
2In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh,
stir up your strength and come to help us.
3Restore us, O God;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.
4O LORD God of hosts,
how long will your anger fume when your people pray?
5You have fed them with the bread of tears;
you have given them bowls of tears to drink.
6You have made us the derision of our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh us to scorn.
7Restore us, O God of hosts;
let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved.

**GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-27, 32-37
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
C: Glory to you O Lord.
24But in those days, after that suffering,
the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give its light,
25and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.
26Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in clouds' with great
power and glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his
elect from the four winds, from the ends of the earth to the ends of
heaven.
32But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come. 34It is like a man going on a
journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, each with
his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the
watch. 35Therefore, keep awake — for you do not know when the
master of the house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at
cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may find you asleep when he comes
suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake." The Gospel
of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

“Remember Your People”

Pastor Dennis Meyette

**HYMN OF THE DAY

“My Lord, What a Morning”

**APOSTLE’S CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen
**PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P: God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly
to this weary world. Hear our prayers for everyone in need.
A brief silence.
P: We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our
hearts to your call for justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the
needs of the world as you draw near. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated
habitats, polluted waters, thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling
floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of the earth and
our relationship to it. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for all people who care for others in our community and
around the world. Fill them with compassion and the power to
respond with justice for those who are oppressed, with welcome
for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who suffer.
Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.

P: We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for
those without homes facing severe weather, for those who are
unemployed or underemployed, and for those in poverty or facing
food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and
ease their minds. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live
with depression, anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other
invisible illnesses. Ease their suffering and support them when
they struggle. Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while
waiting for justice, peace, or healing, those whose names we know
and those whose names are known only to you. Sustain all who
still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. Hear us, O
God.
C: Your mercy is great.
P: Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
C: Amen.

MEAL

OFFERING OF MUSIC AND GIFTS
Thank you to those giving through our website, using the Give+ App,
and mailing in or dropping off your offering.
At this time, please prepare to participate in communion.
**OFFERING PRAYER
P: Let us pray together…
C: Generous God,
you have created all that is,
and you provide for us in every season.
Bless all that we offer,
that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing.
In the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray.
Amen.

**GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
**THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION
** THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
**INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Even as we watch and wait, Christ is here.
Come, eat and drink.
**PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Let us pray together…
C: Gracious and abundant God,
you have done great things for us, and we rejoice.
In this bread and cup you give us life forever.
In your boundless mercy, strengthen us
and open our hearts to the world’s needs,
for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

**BLESSING
P: The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,
the long-expected Savior fill you with love,
the unexpected Spirit guide your journey,
☩ now and forever.
C: Amen.
**SENDING SONG

“Fling Wide the Door” v. 1, 4

**DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE
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Wednesday, December 2
6:30pm – Zoom Advent Experience
NEXT SUNDAY – December 6, 2020
Second Sunday of Advent
Readings will be Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13;
Isaiah 40:1-11; Mark 1:1-8
8:00am – Online Worship
HOSPITAL VISITS: Due to short hospital stays and privacy laws, we
often don’t know when members are hospitalized. If you or a loved
one is in the hospital for a procedure or treatment, please notify the
church office (428-4565) so that we may offer a prayer.
Do you have a prayer request? Please let us know.
Prayer requests are lifted up each Sunday during the
“Prayers of the People.” Prayer Ministry sheets are on
the prayer board located by the office door. The office
will contact you monthly to get updates on your
requests.
Give+ Text We are now able to text our offering! First Lutheran’s
Give+ Text number is: 844-940-1434. Just text the amount you would
like to give and press send. The first time you use Give+ Text, you will
be sent a link to register, after that, give anytime by texting the
amount you wish to give. If you have questions, please contact the
church office at 428-4565.

Advent Watch, Wait, and Listening
Advent has become a somewhat lost season in the church. We used to
gather for worship to wait and keep watch for the Lord's return. But
today and for many years now, people have been too busy and
stressed with gift buying, company parties, and attending or having
parties for/with family and friends, some are grieving, sad, and
depressed about a loss of a job, loved one, or about finances to
participate in Advent activities. While we may say "Merry Christmas"
more often than not, there is not much to be merry about. Then...
there is the COVID19 Virus of this year which has and will change
everything we do this holiday season.
I'm thinking we need to pivot forward and reinstate Advent this year
as Lutheran Christians. Given the continuing virus infections, let's pivot
forward and gather via ZOOM for three Wednesday's in December to
practice our Watch, Wait, and Listen for the coming of Christ. We will
gather to hear God's Word proclaimed, watch, wait, and listen in an
interactive 30-40 minutes of Holy Spirit conversation. I believe God is
calling us to view this disruptive time of our lives as a way to prepare
for the coming Christ. The holiday season is always disruptive and
combined with our current realities of a virus this is a great
opportunity to Watch, Wait, and Listen for the coming Christ.
You're invited to join in on the Wednesdays of December 2, 9 and 16
@ 6:30pm via ZOOM, Pr. Dennis will facilitate an interactive Advent
experience and send an email ZOOM link for us to gather as we
Watch, Wait, and Listen for Christ.

PRAYER LIST
Please be in prayer for the following people this week:

Sandy
Joyce
Nick
James
Jennifer
Doug
Mary
Julie
Mary
Grace & Ron
Ken
Sydney
Norma
Diane
Mary
Paul & Carole

Rebecca
Lauren
Richard
Jeremy
Sandy
Ryan
Sharon
Mark
Katherine
Heidi
Tabitha
Denise
Shelby
Sandy
Jamie
Cheryl & Family

Shirley
Vickie
Bryan
Judy
Jerry
Chad
Connie
Ron
Chad
Joey
Alex
Linda
Dotti
Vi
Trisha & Family

Evelyn
Kaden
Dave
Kristen
Becky
John & Lois
Ilene
Chuck
Danny
Kelly
Tom
Mike
Tammy
Dave
Stacey &Family

Also continue to be in prayer for those serving our country:
Brian
Bryan
Cassie
Christopher
Jesse
Jacob
Jason
Charlie
Brad
Danielle
Jamie

MINISTRY STAFF:
Rev. Dennis Meyette, Administrative Interim Pastor
revdennis0621@gmail.com
Administrative Assistant: Rhonda Husbye
office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
Secretary: Reyna Rose
office@firstlutheran-gladstone.org
Musician: Paul Rajala
Christian Ed Coordinator:
Custodian: Warren Eichner
*www.firstlutheran-gladstone.org
OR check us out on Facebook
*www.facebook.com/pages/First-Lutheran-Church-ELCAGladstone-MI/

