
Open Book Group (OBG) BOOKLIST FOR 2021-2022
   Will meet 9:30 AM on Zoom (join by contacting Janet Wolfe at revjanet@tznet.com), or by hybrid in the Parlor of First Presbyterian Church, Marshfield.

    Once we resume meeting in the Parlor, all welcome to come enjoy coffee & tea between 9 and the 9:30 discussion start. ALL WELCOME (Book read or not!)

TITLE AUTHOR DATE FACILITATOR NOTES

The Good Earth

Pearl S. 

Buck 19-Aug

Kamilla Bu-

ddemeier

Historical Fiction. The poignant tale of a Chinese farmer & his family in old agrarian China; Nobles of 

the House of Hwang consider themselves above the land & meet their own downfall.

Everything Sad is 

Untrue

Daniel 

Nayeri 16-Sep Laura Nelke

Memoir. The book is based on the author’s own experiences as an 8 year old Iranian refugee. It 

employs Shahrazad’s storytelling in the style of the Arabian Nights.   

Klara and the Sun

Kazuo 

Ishiguro 21-Oct

Karen 

Mitchell

Fiction. Klara, an Artificial Friend, remains hopeful that a customer will soon choose her. This book 

offers a look at our changing world through the eyes of an unforgettable narrator, and one that 

explores the fundamental question: What does it mean to love? 

Hamnet

Maggie 

O’Farrell 18-Nov

Linda 

Hitchman

Fiction. Gives flesh & feeling to a historical mystery: how the death of Shakespeare’s 11-year-old son, 

Hamnet, in 1596, & the devastation that befalls his wife Agnes (a gifted healer) when she cannot 

save her son from the plague, may have shaped his play “Hamlet.” 

Lab Girl

Hope 

Jahren 16-Dec

Bridget 

O'Brien

Autobiography. Geobiologist Hope Jahren has spent her life studying trees, flowers, seeds, and soil. 

Lab Girl is her revelatory treatise on plant life—but it is also a celebration of the lifelong curiosity, 

humility, and passion that drive every scientist. 

Caste: The Origins of 

our Discontents

Isabel 

Wilkerson 20-Jan Julie Horton

Non-Fiction. How America today and throughout its history has been shaped by a hidden caste 

system. Beyond race, class, or other factors, this powerful caste system influences people’s lives and 

behavior and the nation’s fate. Explores caste systems across civilizations.

Native: Identity, 

Belonging, and 

Rediscovering God 

Kaitlin B. 

Curtice 17-Feb Janet Wolfe

Non-Fiction. As both a citizen of the Potawatomi Nation and a Christian, Kaitlin Curtice offers a 

unique perspective on these topics. In this book, she shows how reconnecting with her Potawatomi 

identity both informs and challenges her faith.

There There

Tommy 

Orange 17-Mar

Sarah 

Hanson

Fiction. 12 Native Americans came to the Big Oakland Powwow for different reasons. A relentlessly 

paced story about violence & recovery, hope & loss, identity & power, dislocation & communion, and 

the beauty and despair woven into the history of a nation & its people.

Nomadland: Surviving 

America in the 21
st 

Century

Jessica 

Bruder 21-Apr Patty Brink

Non-Fiction. Employers have discovered a new, low-cost labor pool, made up largely of transient 

older adults. These invisible casualties of the Great Recession have taken to the road by the tens of 

thousands in RV's, forming a growing community of nomads.Speaking Christian: 

Why Christian Words 

Have Lost Their 

Meaning …

Marcus J. 

Borg 19-May

Sandy 

Borman

Non-Fiction. Borg argues that the very language Christians use has become dangerously distilled, 

distorted, & disconnected from the beliefs which once underpinned it; he seeks to re-define many 

words & concepts using his "historical-metaphorical" method for understanding. 

Choosing next year's 

books
Fiction/Non-

Fiction 3-Jun Everyone

Attend and bring up to 3 books to review and choose from; or send Janet your recommendations of 1-

3 books you'd be interested in reading & leading in 2021-22

We encourage you to order and purchase books from our local bookseller Kim Hartley at Thimbleberry Books. Discount may be requested.


