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Reader 1:
In the beginning the universe is dark and cold, and the Spirit hovers and broods.
Reader 2:
In the beginning God says, “Let there be light.”
Reader 3:
In the beginning the Word is spoken and light and life come into being.
Reader 4:
In the beginning God looks at all that he makes and sees that it is good.
Reader 1:
In the beginning… (regular volume)
Reader 2:
In the beginning… (softer)
Reader 3:
In the beginning… (softer)
Reader
In the beginning… (softer)
Reader 1:
Sometime after the beginning, God hands the light to human beings—to Adam and to Eve.
Reader 2:
And they hand the light on to their children: to Cain who turns from the light, and to Abel who
lives and dies in the light, and to all their children.
Reader 3:
And their children hand the light on to their children: to Noah who lives when the world is
turning dark, the world is gray with cloud and flood water. But God sets a rainbow in the sky to
remind them of the light.
Reader 4:
And Noah hands the light on to his children,
Reader 1:
and they hand it on to their children,
Reader 2:
Who hand it on to their children,
Reader 3:
Who hand it on to their children,
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Reader 4:
Until one night, God speaks to a man in the dark of the desert, “Look at the stars, look at the
stars, look at the stars, Abram. Take the light to a new homeland---you shall be Abraham and
your wife shall be Sarah.
Reader 1:
Abraham takes the light and gives it to Isaac,
Reader 2:
Who gives it to Jacob,
Reader 3:
Who gives it to Joseph,
Reader 4:
Who gives it to the Hebrews who live in Egypt.
Reader 1:
But Egypt becomes a dark place for God’s people, and God speaks to another man in the desert.
The light becomes a burning bush, and Moses approaches and hears God’s voice:
Reader 2:
Take this light to my people. God, tell Pharaoh: Let my people go!
Reader 3:
So Moses takes the light to God’s people and leads them into the desert, where they wander for
forty years until God leads them to the Promised Land.
Reader 4:
And the light passes to Joshua, to Deborah, to Gideon, and on and on until it passes to Samson
who is blinded, but still trusts the light.
Reader 1:
The light passes to Ruth, the Moabite, who hands it to Obed, who hands it to Jesse, who hands it
to David,
Reader 2:
And the light passes to Hannah, who gives it to Samuel, who sees the light in David and names
him king.
Reader 3:
And David passes the light to Solomon, and Solomon passes the light on to generations of kings.
Reader 4:
But the kingdom begins to grow dark, so God hands the light to the prophets: to Elijah and
Elisha, to Jeremiah and to Micah, to Hosea and to Amos.
Reader 1:
The people who walk in darkness have seen a great light. On those who live in shadows, on them
God’s light has shone.
Reader 2:
And the light burns in the darkness of exile, in the hopes of rebuilding. Through invasion and
suffering the light does not go out.
Reader 3:
Then an angel appears to Mary and passes the light to her. Creation holds its breath,
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Reader 4:
And an angel appears in a dream to Joseph and passes the light to him. Creation holds its breath,
Reader 1:
And in the dark of a stable in the town of Bethlehem, the light is given to the world. The one who
was there in the beginning comes into the world: Jesus Christ. In him is life, and the life is the
light of all nations. The Word becomes flesh and lives among us,
Reader 2:
And the light shines in the darkness,
Reader 3:
And the darkness does not overcome it.
Reader 4:
For the Light and Life of the world is destined to enter the darkest darkness, and it seems for a
while as if the darkness has won.
Reader 1:
But in the darkest hours just before sunrise, darkness gives way to a new dawn.
Reader 2:
The Light of the World returns to the Creator
Reader 3:
And passes the light on to his disciples, to Peter, to Mary, to the other women,
Reader 4:
And to the three thousand who see the light of the Spirit’s coming at Pentecost and believe.
Reader 1:
And the light appears to Saul, and Saul becomes Paul and takes the light to the nations.
Reader 2:
And some take this light into desert places,
Reader 3:
And some to the east,
Reader 4:
And some to the south,
Reader 1:
And some to the north.
Reader 2:
The light passes to those who love God’s Word, those who pray and place it in the hands and
hearts of believers.
Reader 3:
The light passes to those who see the dignity of human beings and seek to bring justice to the
poor and freedom to those who are enslaved. The light travels to new nations, to us.
Reader 4:
The light waits.
Reader 1:
Who will carry the light in our day?
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Reader 2:
Who will carry the light into the world?
Reader 3:
Who will carry the light today? Tomorrow? Next year?
Reader 1:
Who will carry the light if we do not?
Reader 2:
Creation still groans for fulfilment, and human souls yearn for salvation. The Spirit hovers over
human hearts, calling them to work with the Spirit in the great unfolding of Creation.
All:
And we are witnesses to the Spirit, disciples of Jesus Christ, and children of God. We are called to
carry the light of the kingdom; chosen to bear the fruit of the Spirit to a hungry world; called for
our generation to reflect God’s light to our world and to allow God to nourish all human souls.
Reader 3:
Whom shall the Lord send to carry his light?
All:
Here we are, Lord. Send us.

