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 SUNDAY. MAY 21, 2023 – 9:00 A.M. 

   MINISTER:  REV. DR. CRAIG ALWIN 
 MUSICIAN:  JOHN WILLS -  LITURGIST:  KAREN  BICKEL 

( * Indicates to please stand if you are able) 

 
                                  

 

ASSEMBLE IN GOD’S NAME 

PRELUDE                                          
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 
MOMENT FOR MISSION 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
Breath of God, renew us in this time of worship.  Help us set aside thoughts that trouble us. 
Help us pause the challenges of the world that taunt us.  Pour your spirit within each one of us, 
that we may be re-spirited in this hour by your power and your grace. Amen. 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP 
Let us gather in this space. 

We gather from many places. 
Let us center ourselves for worship. 

We are one in the Spirit with joy in our hearts. 
Let us receive God’s blessing. 

God’s blessing is ours.  We are God’s beloved! Amen! 
 
*OPENING HYMN                     “All  Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name!   (Vs. 1-3)             No. 143 
                       
                                     

RENEWING GOD’S COVENANT 

 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
The Lord is near to the brokenhearted, and saves those who are crushed in spirit.  Let us admit 
our brokenness to God. 
 
UNISON PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Life-giving God, we receive your blessing, but we don’t always feel worthy to receive it.  
Your call often confuses us and your love seems too generous.  We worship and pray, 
yet we still count the times we fall short of what we think you expect of us.  Your mercy 
is abundant, but we hesitate to open our hearts to receive it.  Get our attention and draw  

 
 
us closer to you, that we may know the relief of your assurance.  As we pray to you, hear 
our prayers. Amen. 
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
God hears our faithful prayers and looks upon us with eyes filled with compassion.  Christ 
advocates on our behalf; through him, we are forgiven. 
 
*GLORIA PATRI 
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now 
and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE  (by remaining in place and waiving to one another) Stand if you are able. 

The peace of Jesus Christ be with you. 
And also with you.  
                                                                                                                                                                  

 

ENGAGING WITH GOD’S WORD 

 

PSALM READING:                             PSALM: 68:1-4, 33-35 

Let God rise up; let his enemies scatter; let those who hate him run scared before him! 
     Like smoke is driven away, drive them away! 
Like wax melting before fire, 
     let the wicked perish before God! 
But let the righteous be glad and celebrate before God.  
Let them rejoice with gladness! 
    Sing to God! Sing praises to his name! 
Exalt the one who rides the clouds! 
     The Lord is his name.  Celebrate before him! 
Sing to the one who rides through heaven, the most ancient heaven. 
     Look! God sends forth his voice, his mighty voice. 
Recognize how strong God is! 
    His majesty extends over Israel; his strength is in the clouds. 
You are awesome, God, in your sanctuaries— the God of Israel who gives strength  
and power to his people! 
    Bless God! 
                          
                      
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE 
Leader:        This is the Word of the Lord. 
People:       Thanks be to God. 
 



HYMN                                                      “Come, Thou Almighty King”                        No. 139 
 
SECOND SCRIPTURE READING             1 Peter 4:12-19; 5:1-11 

 Dear friends, don’t be surprised about the fiery trials that have come among you to test you. 
These are not strange happenings.  Instead, rejoice as you share Christ’s suffering. You share 
his suffering now so that you may also have overwhelming joy when his glory is revealed.  If you 
are mocked because of Christ’s name, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory—indeed, the Spirit 
of God—rests on you. 

 Now none of you should suffer as a murderer or thief or evildoer or rebel.  But don’t be ashamed 
if you suffer as one who belongs to Christ. Rather, honor God as you bear Christ’s name. Give 
honor to God,  because it’s time for judgment to begin with God’s own household. But if judgment 
starts with us, what will happen to those who refuse to believe God’s good news?  If the 
righteous are barely rescued, what will happen to the godless and sinful?  So then, those who 
suffer because they follow God’s will should commit their lives to a trustworthy creator by doing 
what is right. 

Therefore, I have a request for the elders among you. (I ask this as a fellow elder and a witness 
of Christ’s sufferings, and as one who shares in the glory that is about to be revealed.) I urge the 
elders: Like shepherds, tend the flock of God among you. Watch over it. Don’t shepherd because 
you must, but do it voluntarily for God. Don’t shepherd greedily, but do it eagerly.  Don’t shepherd 
by ruling over those entrusted to your care, but become examples to the flock.  And when the 
chief shepherd appears, you will receive an unfading crown of glory. 

 In the same way, I urge you who are younger: accept the authority of the elders. And everyone, 
clothe yourselves with humility toward each other. God stands against the proud, but he gives 
favor to the humble. 

Therefore, humble yourselves under God’s power so that he may raise you up in the last 
day.  Throw all your anxiety onto him, because he cares about you.  Be clearheaded. Keep alert. 
Your accuser, the devil, is on the prowl like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.  Resist 
him, standing firm in the faith. Do so in the knowledge that your fellow believers are enduring the 
same suffering throughout the world.  After you have suffered for a little while, the God of all 
grace, the one who called you into his eternal glory in Christ Jesus, will himself restore, 
empower, strengthen, and establish you.  To him be power forever and always. Amen. 

       

SERMON                                    “Strange Happenings” 

 
RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  -  THE SCOTS  CONFESSION:  CHAPTER 1 
We confess and acknowledge one God alone, to whom alone we must cleave, whom alone we 
must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom alone we put our trust. Who is eternal, 
infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible; one in substance and yet distinct 

in three persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. By whom we confess and believe all 
things in heaven and earth, visible and invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their 
being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable providence for such end as his eternal 
wisdom, goodness, and justice have appointed, and to the manifestation of his own glory. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive 
our debtors; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 
CALL FOR GOD’S TITHE AND OUR OFFERING 
 
*DOXOLOGY (No. 592 in hymnal) 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

BEING SENT TO LIVE IN GOD’S NAME 

 

*SENDING HYMN                         “Crown Him with Many Crowns”                          No. 151                                                                          
  
BENEDICTION 
May the peace of the Lord Christ go with you:  wherever he may send you; may he guide you 
through the wilderness:  protect you through the storm; may he bring you home rejoicing; at the 
wonders he has shown you; may he bring you home rejoicing:   once again into our doors. 
   
POSTLUDE                                           ` 
  



 
 
Changes for bulletins effective February 2023: 
 

• Include headings for 5 sections of the service 

• Use one constant cover – sketch of church building/gather by the river 

• No Gloria Patri – use “In My Life, Lord, Be Glorified” instead 

• Include an Affirmation of Faith 

o Non-Communion Sunday: Apostles’ Creed (or other?) 

o Communion Sunday: Nicene Creed 

• Offering after the sermon 

• Doxology after the offering 

• Use an asterisk to indicate standing for: 

o Call to Worship 

o Opening Hymn 

o IN MY LIFE LORD BE GLORIFIED  

o Passing of the Peace 

o Affirmation of Faith 

o Doxology 

o Sending Hymn 

 

 

 

Elder of the Month needs to find 3 ushers for collecting the offering: 

• All three gather at rear of church and place all plates together 

• One usher brings offering forward during the singing of Doxology 

• Pastor offers a prayer of blessing 

• Usher sets the plates down next to the pulpit 

 

 

Liturgist needs to introduce hymns and give “invitation” to stand as able 

 

 

Musicians need to be reminded of “In My Life…” being sung and Doxology 

If the musician is not able to play (such as the Handbells), the projector 
volunteer needs to be reminded to insert an audio recording in the 
PowerPoint presentation. 


