
St. Paul Lutheran Church                              Pastor Jan Crissinger 
 Seventh Sunday of Easter                                               May 21, 2023 
 

Welcome + Announcements  
 
Call to Worship 
Gracious God, in love you open wide the doors and welcome us 
into your presence— saints and sinners alike. 
You spread a table before us, filled with the richest fare— a 
feast of love and mercy for the body and soul. 
We come with joy to meet you here, to eat and drink at your 
table, to taste and see Your goodness, to celebrate Your grace 
and mercy in our lives. 
May Your Spirit inspire our praise and thanksgiving, our 
prayers and petitions as we worship together in your 
presence. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, our host and Lord, Amen. 
 

*Confession and Forgiveness   
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and 
cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  For the 
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 
*Gathering Hymn   A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing!  ELW #393 
 
*Greeting p.138 
 

*Prayer of the Day |   O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ 
suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. Unite us 
with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the 
world may be drawn into your bountiful presence, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

*Prayers of Intercession … hear our prayer. 
 

*Peace 
 

Blessing of the Graduates 
God of our beginnings, we thank you for the gifts of all 
graduates; their excitement, their wonder and curiosity, their 
ideas, their passion and most of all— the faith that lives and 
grows within each of them.  Their contributions bless and 
challenge us, and we have become a richer and more diverse 
community because of them.  
 

 As they step forward into the world that awaits, comfort their 
fears with the full knowledge of your divine 
presence.  Strengthen their resolve to walk in the footsteps of 
Jesus as modern-day disciples in a world that needs their 
spirit.  
 

Guide their feet as they move through life, protecting them 
from the pitfalls of darkness while they help to lead future 
generations into the joy and promise of your light.  We ask 
this blessing upon each of them, in the name of the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 
Song of Blessing  Edelweiss 

May the Lord, mighty God Bless and keep you forever, 
Grant you peace, perfect peace, Courage in every endeavor. 
Lift up your eyes and see His face, And His grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, Bless and keep you forever. 

 

Children's Message 
 
First Reading | Ephesians 1:11-23   (not printed) 
Second Reading | Psalm 93 (read responsively) 
 

*Gospel Acclamation p.142 
  
*Holy Gospel | John 16:1-15 (not printed) 

    Response after announcement: Glory to you, O Lord. 
    Response at the conclusion: Praise to you, O Christ 

 

Sermon    
 

Offering Hymn | O Day Full of Grace   ELW #627  
 

*Offertory |Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow ELW #884 
 
*Offering Prayer  

*Great Thanksgiving p.144 
 

*Holy, Holy, Holy   p.144 
 

*Words of Institution  
 

*Lord's Prayer   
 

Communion Distribution + Prayer   Lamb of God p.39 
  Here I Am, Lord    ELW #574 
 

*Post Communion Prayer 
 

*Final Blessing + Benediction 
 

*Sending Hymn Go My Children with My Blessing   WOV #721 
 

Dismissal|   Go in peace, serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Assisting in Worship 
Musicians | Robyn Menk    

Usher | Wayne & Barb Krohn    Reader | Jane Sapp 
 
The Bulletin is sponsored today by Rick & Kathy Brockway in 
honor of our graduating seniors.  
 

Flowers on the altar are given by Joe & Wendy Claffey. 
 

Congratulations to our graduates!  We wish you every blessing as 

you make plans for the next chapter in your lives. We pray the 
Lord give each of you courage, unbending faith, strong values, 
and a generous heart. We pray to keep their Christian foundation 
a part of all decisions made and bless them with bountiful 
opportunities. Amen. 
 

You asked for an even easier, more convenient way to give, 
and we are honoring your request.  You are now able to scan 
this code right from your seat, making tithing + giving faster 
and easier than ever before.  
 

 
 

 


