Second Sunday after Epiphany | January 17th, 2021
Assistant: Allie Schley | Reader: Taylor Engel
Confession + Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)
Holy God, y ou search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess
that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are
not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to
come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the
words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the
wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. A
 men.
Gathering Hymn | T
 his Little Light of Mine

ELW 677

This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;
This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;
This little light of mine, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Ev’rywhere I go, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Jesus gave it to me, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Jesus gave it to me, I’m goin’a let it shine;
Let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.

Greeting ( Allie)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A
 nd also with you.
Prayer of the Day (Allie)

Let us pray: Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful redeemer, for the
countless blessings and benefits you give. May we know you more clearly, love you more
dearly, and follow you more nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message
First Reading | 1 Samuel 3:1-10
The boy Samuel served the Lord under the direction of Eli. In those days the Lord didn’t
give many messages to his people. He didn’t give them many visions.
One night Eli was lying down in his usual place. His eyes were becoming so weak he
couldn’t see very well. Samuel was lying down in the Lord’s house. That’s where the ark of
God was kept. The lamp of God was still burning. The Lord called out to Samuel.
Samuel answered, “Here I am.” He ran over to Eli and said, “Here I am. You called out to
me.”
But Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” So he went and lay down.
Again the Lord called out, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli. He said, “Here I am.
You called out to me.”
“My son,” Eli said, “I didn’t call you. Go back and lie down.” Samuel didn’t know the Lord
yet. That’s because the Lord still hadn’t given him a message.
The Lord called out for the third time. He said, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli.
He said, “Here I am. You called out to me.”
Then Eli realized that the Lord was calling the boy. So Eli told Samuel, “Go and lie down. If
someone calls out to you again, say, ‘Speak, Lord. I’m listening.’ ”
So Samuel went and lay down in his place. The Lord came and stood there. He called out,
just as he had done the other times. He said, “Samuel! Samuel!” Then Samuel replied,
“Speak. I’m listening.”
*Gospel Acclamation (pg. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
*Gospel Reading | John 1:43-51

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow
me.”
Philip was from the town of Bethsaida. So were Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael
and told him, “We have found the one whom Moses wrote about in the Law. The prophets
also wrote about him. He is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”
“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked.
“Come and see,” said Philip.
Jesus saw Nathanael approaching. Here is what Jesus said about him. “He is a true
Israelite. Nothing about him is false.”
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked.
Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree. I saw you there before
Philip called you.”
Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God. You are the king of Israel.”
Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see
greater things than that.” Then he said to the disciples, “What I’m about to tell you is true.
You will see heaven open. You will see the angels of God going up and coming down on
the Son of Man.”
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | W
 ill You Come and Follow Me
“Will you come and follow me if I but call your name?

Will you go where you don’t know and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown, will you let my name be known,
Will you let my life be grown in you and you in me?”
“Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare, should your life attract or scare?
Will you let me answer pray’r in you and you in me?”
“Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name?
Will you set the pris’ners free and never be the same?

Will you kiss the leper clean, and do such as this unseen,
And admit to what I mean in you and you in me?”
“Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name?
Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same?
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Will you use the faith you’ve found to reshape the world around,
Through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?”
Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call me name.
Let me turn and follow you and never be the same.

In your company I’ll go where your love and footsteps show.
Thus I’ll move and live and grow in you and you in me.

*Apostles’ Creed  (Allie -- already recorded)
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession ( Allie)
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
For the body of Christ gathered throughout the world and for all servants of the gospel,
that following Jesus, the church lives out its calling every day, let us pray. Have mercy, O
God.
For the well-being of creation, for plants and animals, and for all that God has marvelously
made, that we serve as wise stewards of Earth, our home, let us pray. Have mercy, O God.
For police officers and firefighters, for attorneys and paralegals, for peacekeepers and
military personnel, and for the leaders of governments, that they provide protection to all
people, especially the most vulnerable, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
For those lacking food or shelter, for those who are sick or grieving, and for those who are
imprisoned or homebound, especially Pastor Dave, Nancy Gjerde, Ron Germsheid, Teri
Knish, and Lenore Gentz, that God console all who suffer, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the saints who have gone before us (especially Antony and Pachomius,
renewers of the church), that their lives give us a vision of the gospel in action, let us pray.
Have mercy, O God.

Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. A
 men.
*Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: O
 ur Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter
☩ keep you in peace. A
 men.
Sending Hymn | Shine, Jesus, Shine
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Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.

Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us. Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell your story. Shine on me, shine on me:
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory; blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

