Transfiguration Sunday | February 14th, 2021
Online Reader: Steinborn Family | In-Person Reader: Claffey Family
Announcements
● Today is Valentine’s/Transfiguration Sunday! Which means Lent is right around the
corner.
● Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday. As is our custom during Lent, we will have
in-person worship at 11:30 and 7:00 throughout the season. No need to RSVP for these
services.
○ There will be no Confirmation class this Wednesday; however, students are
required to attend Ash Wednesday worship at 7:00.
Confession + Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy is
poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. Amen.
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God.
(Silence is kept for reflection.)
Holy God, y ou search us and know us. You are acquainted with all our ways. We confess
that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that bind us.
We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love. We distrust those who are
not like us. We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to consider generations to
come. Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and left undone. Even before the
words are on our tongues, you know them; receive them in your divine mercy. Amen.
How vast is God’s grace! Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, our sins are
washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. Indeed, we are forgiven. In the
wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out Christ’s
justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. A
 men.
Gathering Hymn | O
 h How Good It Is
Oh how good it is when the family of God
Dwells together in spirit, in faith and unity;
Where the bonds of peace, of acceptance and love

Are the fruit of His presence here among us.
[Chorus]
So, with one voice we'll sing to the Lord,
And with one heart we'll live out His word;
Till the whole earth sees the Redeemer has come,
For He dwells in the presence of His people
Oh how good it is on this journey we share
To rejoice with the happy, and weep with those who mourn;
For the weak find strength, the afflicted find grace,
When we offer the blessing of belonging. [Chorus]
Oh how good it is to embrace His command
To prefer one another, forgive as He forgives;
When we live as one we all share in the love
Of the Son with the Father, and the Spirit. [Chorus]
CCLI Song #6399212

CCLI License #20087080

Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A
 nd also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Almighty God, t he brilliant light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message
First Reading | 2 Kings 2:1-12
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah to Elisha.
Their travels demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet
Moses.

Now the Lord was going to take Elijah up to heaven in a windstorm, and Elijah and Elisha
were leaving Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because the Lord has sent me to
Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you live, I won’t leave you.” So they went
down to Bethel.
The group of prophets from Bethel came out to Elisha. These prophets said to Elisha, “Do
you know that the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?” Elisha said,
“Yes, I know. Don’t talk about it!” Elijah said, “Elisha, stay here, because the Lord has sent
me to Jericho.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you live, I won’t leave you.” So
they went to Jericho.
The group of prophets from Jericho approached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that
the Lord is going to take your master away from you today?” He said, “Yes, I know. Don’t
talk about it!” Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here, because the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.”
But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives and as you live, I won’t leave you.” So both of them went
on together.
Fifty members from the group of prophets also went along, but they stood at a distance.
Both Elijah and Elisha stood beside the Jordan River. Elijah then took his coat, rolled it up,
and hit the water. Then the water was divided in two! Both of them crossed over on dry
ground. When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “What do you want me to do for you
before I’m taken away from you?” Elisha said, “Let me have twice your spirit.” Elijah said,
“You’ve made a difficult request. If you can see me when I’m taken from you, then it will be
yours. If you don’t see me, it won’t happen.”
They were walking along, talking, when suddenly a fiery chariot and fiery horses appeared
and separated the two of them. Then Elijah went to heaven in a windstorm. Elisha was
watching, and he cried out, “Oh, my father, my father! Israel’s chariots and its riders!”
When he could no longer see him, Elisha took hold of his clothes and ripped them in two.
Second Reading | 2 Corinthians 4:3-6
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on the Lord Jesus
Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our
lives through Christian ministry.

And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are on the road to destruction. The
god of this age has blinded the minds of those who don’t have faith so they couldn’t see the
light of the gospel that reveals Christ’s glory. Christ is the image of God.
We don’t preach about ourselves. Instead, we preach about Jesus Christ as Lord, and we
describe ourselves as your slaves for Jesus’ sake. God said that light should shine out of the
darkness. He is the same one who shone in our hearts to give us the light of the knowledge
of God’s glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
*Gospel Acclamation [online]
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
*Gospel Reading | Mark 9:2-9
Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become apparent to Jesus’
followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a vision of God’s glory manifest
in the beloved Son.
Six days later Jesus took Peter, James, and John, and brought them to the top of a very high
mountain where they were alone. He was transformed in front of them, and his clothes
were amazingly bright, brighter than if they had been bleached white. Elijah and Moses
appeared and were talking with Jesus. Peter reacted to all of this by saying to Jesus, “Rabbi,
it’s good that we’re here. Let’s make three shrines—one for you, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” He said this because he didn’t know how to respond, for the three of them were
terrified.
Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice spoke from the cloud, “This is my Son, whom
I dearly love. Listen to him!” Suddenly, looking around, they no longer saw anyone with
them except Jesus. As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them not to tell
anyone what they had seen until after the Human One had risen from the dead.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | H
 ow Good, Lord, to Be Here!
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How good, Lord, to be here! Your glory fills the night;
Your face and garments, like the sun, shine with unborrowed light.
How good, Lord, to be here, your beauty to behold
Where Moses and Elijah stand, your messengers of old.
Fulfiller of the past and hope of things to be,
We hail your body glorified and our redemption see.
Before we taste of death, we see your kingdom come;
We long to hold the vision bright and make this hill our home.
How good, Lord, to be here! Yet we may not remain;
But since you bid us leave the mount, come with us to the plain.
*Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, the
world, and all people in need.
For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and for
all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray.  Have mercy, O God.
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep;
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s
guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.

For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
For all who suffer this day, especially Pastor Dave, Nancy Gjerde, and Ron Germsheid, as
well as the families and friends of Bruce Traxler, and Lenore Gentz, that Christ our healer
transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, bereavement into
consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
For companions on life’s journey in this worshiping community, for loved ones who cannot
be with us this day, and for guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed
around and among us, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, that
their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray. H
 ave mercy, O God.
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one who
dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. A
 men.
*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: O
 ur Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the comforter
☩ keep you in peace. A
 men.
Sending Hymn | Shine, Jesus, Shine

ELW 671

[Chorus]
Shine, Jesus, shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;
Blaze, Spirit, blaze, set our hearts on fire.
Flow, river, flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy;
Send forth your Word, Lord, and let there be light!
Lord, the light of your love is shining, in the midst of the darkness, shining;
Jesus, light of the world, shine upon us, set us free by the truth you now bring us.
Shine on me, shine on me: [Chorus]
As we gaze on your kingly brightness, so our faces display your likeness,
Ever changing from glory to glory, mirrored here, may our lives tell your story.
Shine on me, shine on me: [Chorus]
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Be the light of Christ. Thanks be to God.

