First Sunday in Lent | February 21st, 2021 | Installation of Council Members
Assistant: Allie Schley | Online Reader: Bob Heilman | In-Person Reader: Jane Sapp
Announcements
● Today is the First Sunday in the Season of Lent!
○ On Sundays, we will use the hymn Were You There to mark our journey through
this season, singing/humming one verse each Sunday in Lent.
■ For in-person worship, you are invited to hum along and reflect during our
closing verse, receive the dismissal, and stay/leave in quiet reflection.
● As is our custom during Lent, we will have our midweek worship services in-person at
11:30 and 7:00 throughout the season. No need to RSVP for these services.
● No confirmation class this Wednesday. Students are required to come to midweek
worship at 7:00 in lieu of class.
Confession + Forgiveness (PA)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. Amen.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
is full of compassion.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Fountain of living water, pour out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
Gathering Hymn | Nothing But the Blood
What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;
What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
[Chorus]

O, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
Glory glory this I sing, nothing but the blood of Jesus
All my life my cry shall be, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
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Greeting (Allie)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. And also with you.
Prayer of the Day (Allie)
Holy God, heavenly Father, in the waters of the flood you saved the chosen, and in the
wilderness of temptation you protected your Son from sin. Renew us in the gift of
baptism. May your holy angels be with us, that the wicked foe may have no power over
us, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message (PA)
First Reading | Genesis 9:8-17
Because of human sin, God destroys the earth by flood, saving only Noah, his family, and the
animals on the ark. Yet divine destruction gives way to divine commitment. As in the first creation,
God blesses humanity and establishes a covenant with all creatures.
God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “I am now setting up my covenant with you,
with your descendants, and with every living being with you—with the birds, with the large
animals, and with all the animals of the earth, leaving the ark with you. I will set up my

covenant with you so that never again will all life be cut off by floodwaters. There will never
again be a flood to destroy the earth.”
God said, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I am drawing up between me and you
and every living thing with you, on behalf of every future generation. I have placed my bow
in the clouds; it will be the symbol of the covenant between me and the earth. When I bring
clouds over the earth and the bow appears in the clouds, I will remember the covenant
between me and you and every living being among all the creatures. Floodwaters will never
again destroy all creatures. The bow will be in the clouds, and upon seeing it I will
remember the enduring covenant between God and every living being of all the earth’s
creatures.” God said to Noah, “This is the symbol of the covenant that I have set up between
me and all creatures on earth.”
Second Reading | 1 Peter 3:18-22
As God acted through Christ’s suffering and death to bring us to God, so God acts through baptism
to save us from a sinful existence. This spiritual cleansing marks our new life in Christ.
Christ himself suffered on account of sins, once for all, the righteous one on behalf of the
unrighteous. He did this in order to bring you into the presence of God. Christ was put to
death as a human, but made alive by the Spirit. And it was by the Spirit that he went to
preach to the spirits in prison. In the past, these spirits were disobedient—when God
patiently waited during the time of Noah. Noah built an ark in which a few (that is, eight)
lives were rescued through water. Baptism is like that. It saves you now—not because it
removes dirt from your body but because it is the mark of a good conscience toward God.
Your salvation comes through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who is at God’s right side.
Now that he has gone into heaven, he rules over all angels, authorities, and powers.
*Gospel Acclamation [online]
Return to the Lord your God,
for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love
*Gospel Reading | Mark 1:9-15
The Spirit that comes upon Jesus at his baptism sustains him when he is tested by Satan so that he
might proclaim the good news of God’s reign.

About that time, Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee, and John baptized him in the Jordan
River. While he was coming up out of the water, Jesus saw heaven splitting open and the
Spirit, like a dove, coming down on him. And there was a voice from heaven: “You are my
Son, whom I dearly love; in you I find happiness.”
At once the Spirit forced Jesus out into the wilderness. He was in the wilderness for forty
days, tempted by Satan. He was among the wild animals, and the angels took care of him.
After John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee announcing God’s good news, saying,
“Now is the time! Here comes God’s kingdom! Change your hearts and lives, and trust this
good news!”
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | Restore in Us, O God
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Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;
Renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.
O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your pow’r;
From fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and flow’r.
Bring us, O Christ, to share the fullness of your joy;
Baptize us in the risen life that death cannot destroy.
Three-personed God, fulfill the promise of your grace,
That we, when all our searching ends, may see you face to face.
Installation of Council Members [in-person worship]
P.A.: The following people have been elected by the congregation to positions of leadership.
We give thanks for their willingness to serve. In baptism we are welcomed into the body of
Christ and sent to share in the mission of God; we rejoice now that these sisters and
brothers will lead us in our common life and our mutual mission as a congregation.
As your name is called, I invite you to stand where you are:
Connie Harmeyer -- council president
Gary Johnson -- council vice president
Jane Sapp -- secretary

Tammy Anderson -- in her role as our Treasurer
Wendy Claffey
Aaron Liebhard
Charlie Mach
Emily Onken
Chad Schley
Larry Schmidt
Allie: A reading from First Corinthians: Now there are different gifts, but the same Spirit.
And there are different ministries, but the same Lord. And there are different results, but
the same God who produces all of them in everyone. To each person the manifestation of
the Spirit is given for the benefit of all.
P.A.: You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation. You
are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith bear witness to God, who
gathers us into one together with the whole church.
Allie: You are to seek to involve all members of this congregation in worship, learning,
witness, service, and support, so that the mission of Christ is carried out in this
congregation, in the wider church, in this community, and in the whole world.
P.A.: You are to be faithful in your specific area of serving, that the Spirit who empowers
you may be glorified.
Allie: You are to be examples of faith active in love, fostering peace, harmony, and mutual
understanding in this congregation.
P.A.: On behalf of your sisters and brothers in Christ, I ask you: Will you accept and
faithfully carry out the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? If so, please
respond, I will, and I ask God to help me.
I will, and I ask God to help me.
P.A.: I invite you all to rise as you are able.

Allie: People of God, I ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will you
share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized? If so, please
respond, We will, and we ask God to help us.
We will, and we ask God to help us.
P.A.: I now declare you installed as officers and council members of this congregation.
Almighty God bless you, and direct your days and your deeds in peace, that you may be
faithful servants of Christ. Amen.
Allie: I invite you to remain standing as we confess our faith using the words of the
Apostles’ Creed:
*Apostles’ Creed (Allie)
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he
ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession (Allie)
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
In Jesus your realm has come near to us in every place and time. Give your church
throughout the world a spirit of humility and repentance; teach us to trust always in the
good news of your salvation. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

You have made a covenant of mercy with every living creature. Protect all the earth’s
creatures from destruction. Empower the work of biologists, conservationists, and science
educators. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All your paths are steadfast love and faithfulness. Direct the words and actions of leaders in
our community and throughout the world, that they may maintain justice for the lowly.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Even in the wilderness you are with us. Walk alongside migrants and refugees crossing
dangerous lands. Tend to those whose lives feel desolate. Give healing and strength to all
who suffer, especially Pastor Dave, Nancy Gjerde, and Ron Germsheid. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
In the covenant of baptism you claim us as beloved children. Nurture us in our baptismal
identity and teach us to live within it for the sake of others. Strengthen this congregation’s
ministries of care and concern. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In baptism you join us to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. We praise you for all
those who have died trusting in your faithfulness. Bring us with them to the fullness of your
reign. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving (PA)
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer (PA)
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who

trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing (PA)
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.
Sending Hymn | Were You There

v. 1

Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
*Dismissal (Allie)
Go in peace. Share the good news. Thanks be to God.
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