Second Sunday in Lent | February 28th, 2021
Online Readers: Wendy + Julie | In-Person Reader: TBD
Announcements
● Today is the Second Sunday in the Season of Lent!
○ On Sundays, we will use the hymn Were You There to mark our journey through
this season, singing/humming one verse each Sunday in Lent.
■ For in-person worship, you are invited to hum along and reflect during our
closing verse, receive the dismissal, and stay/leave in quiet reflection.
● As is our custom during Lent, we will have our midweek worship services in-person at
11:30 and 7:00 throughout the season. No need to RSVP for these services.
Confession + Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. A
 men.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
is full of compassion.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Fountain of living water, p
 our out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
Gathering Hymn | O
 Lord, throughout These Forty Days
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O Lord, throughout these forty days you prayed and kept the fast;
Inspire repentance for your sin, and free us from our past.
You strove with Satan, and you won; your faithfulness endured;
Lend us your nerve, your skill and trust in God’s eternal word.

Though parched and hungry, yet you prayed and fixed your mind above;
So teach us to deny ourselves that we may know God’s love.
Be with us through this season, Lord, and all our earthly days,
That when the final Easter dawns, we join in heaven’s praise.
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A
 nd also with you.
Prayer of the Day
O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument of shameful death to
be for us the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly
suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message [ online]
First Reading | Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16
God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God promises this old couple that
they will be the ancestors of nations, though they have no child together. The name changes
emphasize the firmness of God’s promise.
When Abram was 99 years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am El
Shaddai. Walk with me and be trustworthy. I will make a covenant between us and I will
give you many, many descendants.” Abram fell on his face, and God said to him, “But me,
my covenant is with you; you will be the ancestor of many nations. And because I have
made you the ancestor of many nations, your name will no longer be Abram but Abraham. I
will make you very fertile. I will produce nations from you, and kings will come from you. I
will set up my covenant with you and your descendants after you in every generation as an
enduring covenant. I will be your God and your descendants’ God after you.
God said to Abraham, “As for your wife Sarai, you will no longer call her Sarai. Her name
will now be Sarah. I will bless her and even give you a son from her. I will bless her so that
she will become nations, and kings of peoples will come from her.”

Second Reading | Romans 4:13-22
Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right relationship with God
not through works of the law but through faith.
The promise to Abraham and to his descendants, that he would inherit the world, didn’t
come through the Law but through the righteousness that comes from faith. If they inherit
because of the Law, then faith has no effect and the promise has been canceled. The Law
brings about wrath. But when there isn’t any law, there isn’t any violation of the law. That’s
why the inheritance comes through faith, so that it will be on the basis of God’s grace. In
that way, the promise is secure for all of Abraham’s descendants, not just for those who are
related by Law but also for those who are related by the faith of Abraham, who is the father
of all of us. As it is written: I have appointed you to be the father of many nations. So
Abraham is our father in the eyes of God in whom he had faith, the God who gives life to
the dead and calls things that don’t exist into existence. When it was beyond hope, he had
faith in the hope that he would become the father of many nations, in keeping with the
promise God spoke to him: That’s how many descendants you will have. Without losing
faith, Abraham, who was nearly 100 years old, took into account his own body, which was
as good as dead, and Sarah’s womb, which was dead. He didn’t hesitate with a lack of faith
in God’s promise, but he grew strong in faith and gave glory to God. He was fully convinced
that God was able to do what he promised. Therefore, it was credited to him as
righteousness.
*Gospel Acclamation
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
*Gospel Reading | Mark 8:31-38
After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for the first time
what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet understand the way of the cross that
Jesus will travel.
Then Jesus began to teach his disciples: “The Human One must suffer many things and be
rejected by the elders, chief priests, and the legal experts, and be killed, and then, after
three days, rise from the dead.” He said this plainly. But Peter took hold of Jesus and,

scolding him, began to correct him. Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, then sternly
corrected Peter: “Get behind me, Satan. You are not thinking God’s thoughts but human
thoughts.”
After calling the crowd together with his disciples, Jesus said to them, “All who want to
come after me must say no to themselves, take up their cross, and follow me. All who want
to save their lives will lose them. But all who lose their lives because of me and because of
the good news will save them. Why would people gain the whole world but lose their lives?
What will people give in exchange for their lives? Whoever is ashamed of me and my words
in this unfaithful and sinful generation, the Human One will be ashamed of that person
when he comes in the Father’s glory with the holy angels.”
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said
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“Take up your cross,” the Savior said, “if you would my disciple be;
Forsake the past, and come this day, and humbly follow after me.”
Take up your cross; let not its weight pervade your soul with vain alarm;
His strength shall bear your spirit up, sustain your heart, and nerve your arm.
Take up your cross, nore heed the shame, nor let your foolish heart rebel;
For you the Lord endured the cross to save your soul from death and hell.
Take up your cross and follow Christ, nor think till death to lay it down;
For those who humbly bear the cross one day will wear the glorious crown.
*Apostles’ Creed
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that they may
follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; give hope and courage
to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, preserve your
creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you in tending to creation’s
well-being. Hear us, O God. Y
 our mercy is great.
You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and between
nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new realities we cannot even
imagine. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of your love
shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. Restore all who are
sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, exploitation, and oppression. We
pray especially for: Pastor Dave, Nancy Gjerde, Ron Germsheid, Jane Lorsung, and all those
without basic necessities in Texas and throughout the world. Hear us, O God. Your mercy
is great.
You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless grandparents,
parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for care and guidance.
Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have entrusted their children to
adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip ministries and services to families.
Hear us, O God. Y
 our mercy is great.
We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the saints whom
you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together we may find our lives in
you. Hear us, O God. Y
 our mercy is great.

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: O
 ur Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.
Sending Hymn | Were You There

v. 2

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news. T
 hanks be to God.
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