Third Sunday in Lent | March 7th, 2021
In-Person Reader: Lori Collins | Worship Assistant: Allie Schley
Announcements
● Today is the Third Sunday in the Season of Lent!
○ On Sundays, we will use the hymn Were You There to mark our journey through
this season.
● We will have our midweek worship services in-person at 11:30 and 7:00 throughout the
season. No need to RSVP for these services.
● March Free Food Distribution will be held on March 10th from 2:00-3:30 at First
Lutheran Church in Le Sueur.
● Our annual Communion class/retreat will be on Sunday, March 21st from 10:00 - 12:00
in the Fellowship Hall. We will celebrate our Communion milestone the following
Sunday. Any and all ages are welcome -- parents are not required to attend, but are
definitely welcome to join. Please RSVP to Pastor Ally by March 14th.
Confession + Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of steadfast
love, our rock and our redeemer. A
 men.
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one who
is full of compassion.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Fountain of living water, p
 our out your mercy over us. Our sin is heavy, and we long to be
free. Rebuild what we have ruined and mend what we have torn. Wash us in your
cleansing flood. Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and
restorers of the world you so love. Amen.
Beloved, God’s word never fails. The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of Jesus
Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are ☩ forgiven, and God remembers them
no more. Journey in the way of Jesus. Amen.
Gathering Hymn | N
 othing But the Blood of Jesus

(old recording)

What can wash away my sin? Nothing but the blood of Jesus;

What can make me whole again? Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
[Chorus]
O, precious is the flow that makes me white as snow;
No other fount I know, nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Nothing can for sin atone, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
Naught of good that I have done, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
This is all my hope and peace, nothing but the blood of Jesus;
This is all my righteousness, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
Glory glory this I sing, nothing but the blood of Jesus
All my life my cry shall be, nothing but the blood of Jesus. [Chorus]
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Greeting (Allie)
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A
 nd also with you.
Prayer of the Day (Allie)
Holy God, t hrough your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act courageously.
Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us the wisdom that comes only
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Children’s Message [ online]
First Reading | Exodus 20:1-17
After escaping from slavery, the Israelites come to Mount Sinai, where God teaches them how to
live in community. Flowing from God, the life of the community flourishes when based on honesty,
trust, fidelity, and respect for life, family, and property.
Then God spoke all these words:
I am the Lord your God who brought you out of Egypt, out of the house of slavery.

You must have no other gods before me.
Do not make an idol for yourself—no form whatsoever—of anything in the sky above or on
the earth below or in the waters under the earth. Do not bow down to them or worship
them, because I, the Lord your God, am a passionate God. I punish children for their
parents’ sins even to the third and fourth generations of those who hate me. But I am loyal
and gracious to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my
commandments.
Do not use the Lord your God’s name as if it were of no significance; the Lord won’t forgive
anyone who uses his name that way.
Remember the Sabbath day and treat it as holy. Six days you may work and do all your
tasks, but the seventh day is a Sabbath to the Lord your God. Do not do any work on it—not
you, your sons or daughters, your male or female servants, your animals, or the immigrant
who is living with you. Because the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea, and
everything that is in them in six days, but rested on the seventh day. That is why the Lord
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
Honor your father and your mother so that your life will be long on the fertile land that the
Lord your God is giving you.
Do not kill.
Do not commit adultery.
Do not steal.
Do not testify falsely against your neighbor.
Do not desire and try to take your neighbor’s house. Do not desire and try to take your
neighbor’s wife, male or female servant, ox, donkey, or anything else that belongs to your
neighbor.
Second Reading | 1 Corinthians 1:18-25
The word of the cross is pure foolishness and nonsense to the world because it claims that God is
mostly revealed in weakness, humiliation, and death. But through such divine foolishness and
weakness, God is working to save us.

The message of the cross is foolishness to those who are being destroyed. But it is the
power of God for those of us who are being saved. It is written in scripture: I will destroy
the wisdom of the wise, and I will reject the intelligence of the intelligent. Where are the
wise? Where are the legal experts? Where are today’s debaters? Hasn’t God made the
wisdom of the world foolish? In God’s wisdom, he determined that the world wouldn’t
come to know him through its wisdom. Instead, God was pleased to save those who believe
through the foolishness of preaching. Jews ask for signs, and Greeks look for wisdom, but
we preach Christ crucified, which is a scandal to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. But to
those who are called—both Jews and Greeks—Christ is God’s power and God’s wisdom.
This is because the foolishness of God is wiser than human wisdom, and the weakness of
God is stronger than human strength.
*Gospel Acclamation
Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and merciful,
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
*Gospel Reading | John 2:13-22
Jesus attacks the commercialization of religion by driving merchants out of the temple. When
challenged, he responds mysteriously, with the first prediction of his own death and resurrection.
It was nearly time for the Jewish Passover, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. He found in the
temple those who were selling cattle, sheep, and doves, as well as those involved in
exchanging currency sitting there. He made a whip from ropes and chased them all out of
the temple, including the cattle and the sheep. He scattered the coins and overturned the
tables of those who exchanged currency. He said to the dove sellers, “Get these things out
of here! Don’t make my Father’s house a place of business.” His disciples remembered that
it is written, Passion for your house consumes me.
Then the Jewish leaders asked him, “By what authority are you doing these things? What
miraculous sign will you show us?”
Jesus answered, “Destroy this temple and in three days I’ll raise it up.”
The Jewish leaders replied, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and you will raise it
up in three days?” But the temple Jesus was talking about was his body. After he was raised

from the dead, his disciples remembered what he had said, and they believed the scripture
and the word that Jesus had spoken.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | To Be Your Presence [**with modified word]   ELW 546 (new recording)
To be your presence is our mission here, to show compassion’s face and list’ning ear,
To be your heart of mercy ever near, ** amen!
To be your presence is our mission bold, to feed the poor and shelter homeless cold,
To be your hands of justice, right uphold, * * amen!
To be your presence is our mission blest, to speak for all the broken and oppressed,
To be your voice of hope, your love expressed, ** amen!
We are your heart, O Christ, your hands and voice, to serve your people is our call and choice,
And in this mission we, the church, rejoice, ** amen!
*Apostles’ Creed  (Allie)
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is
seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession (Allie)
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in need.
There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your people place their
trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide your church, that in every situation
your people’s words and actions honor your name. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders in the struggle for
clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that rely on healthy ecosystems; give all
people the willingness to repent when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us,
O God. Y
 our mercy is great.
Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the foolishness of your
peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. Work through legislators, judicial
systems, and systems of law enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all. Hear
us, O God. Y
 our mercy is great.
Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who are vulnerable and give
courage to all who are suffering, especially Pastor Dave, Nancy Gjerde, Ron Germsheid,
Jane Lorsung, Laurie Roemhildt. Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those
who have harmed others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God. Y
 our mercy
is great.
You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this congregation and our leaders,
so that we might follow Christ beyond our own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in
our common life that would obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O
God. Your mercy is great.
The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank you for all the martyrs
whose witness reveals the power of the cross. Give us the same trust in life and in death.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen.
*Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*Words of Institution
*Lord’s Prayer

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: O
 ur Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as holy
and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, in
the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen.
Sending Hymn | Were You There

v. 3

Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
*Dismissal (Allie)
Go in peace. Share the good news. T
 hanks be to God.
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