
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost  |  August 23rd, 2020  |  Online/Outdoor Worship 
Assistant: Allie Schley  |  Online Reader: Dayna Thelemann  |  Asmus/Jacobson Baptism 

 
Announcements 

● Special welcome to the Asmus and Jacobson families as we celebrate the baptism of 
Huxley today 

● We’ll continue celebrating Communion on Tuesdays at 10:00, 5:00, and 7:00.  Please 
RSVP to Pastor Ally. 

● We will have outdoor worship services every Sunday in August at 9:00  
○ In the case of inclement weather, check for cancellations by calling the church 

office or checking our website or our Facebook page 
○ In the process of planning for the fall (worship and education), please stay tuned 

and check out our various medias (Lamplighter, website, Facebook) 
● There will be a countywide food distribution on Wednesday, August 26th from 4:00 - 

6:00 at the Le Sueur County Fairgrounds.   
 
Confession + Forgiveness   

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, whose 
faithfulness endures from generation to generation.  Amen. 
 
Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 
(Silence is kept for reflection) 
 
Reconciling God, we confess that we do not trust your abundance, and we deny your 
presence in our lives.  We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.  We 
fail to believe that you provide enough for all.  We abuse your good creation for our own 
benefit.  We fear difference and do not welcome others as you have welcomed us.  We 
sin in thought, word, and deed.  By your grace, forgive us; through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; so that we may live and serve you in newness of life.  Amen. 
 
Beloved of God, by the radical abundance of divine mercy we have peace with God through 
☩ Christ Jesus, through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.  Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope.  For hope does not disappoint, because God’s love has been poured 
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
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[Outdoor] Sacrament of Holy Baptism 



Do you believe in God the Father?  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 
heaven and earth. 
 
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?  I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.  On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic 
church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  Amen.  
 
Let us welcome the newly baptized.  We welcome you into the body of Christ and into the 
mission we share: join us in giving thanks and praise to God and bearing God’s creative 
and redeeming word to all the world. 

 
Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.  And also with you.   

 
Prayer of the Day 

O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we praise you, the rock of our life. 
Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your Son, that we may gladly 
minister to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

 
Children’s Message   
 
First Reading |  Isaiah 51:1-6 

Just as God had called Abraham and Sarah and given them many descendants, so now God offers 
comfort to Zion. God’s deliverance will come soon and will never end. 

Listen to me, you that pursue righteousness, you that seek the Lord.  Look to the rock from 
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug.  Look to Abraham your 
father and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, but I blessed him 
and made him many.  For the Lord will comfort Zion; he will comfort all her waste places, 
and will make her wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and 
gladness will be found in her, thanksgiving and the voice of song. 



Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation; for a teaching will go out from 
me, and my justice for a light to the peoples.  I will bring near my deliverance swiftly, my 
salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples; the coastlands wait for me, and 
for my arm they hope.  Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for 
the heavens will vanish like smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and those who 
live on it will die like gnats; but my salvation will be forever, and my deliverance will never 
be ended. 

 
Second Reading  |  Romans 12:1-8 

In response to God’s merciful activity, we are to worship by living holistic, God-pleasing lives. Our 
values and viewpoints are not molded by the time in which we live but are transformed by the 
Spirit’s renewing work. God’s grace empowers different forms of service among Christians, but all 
forms of ministry function to build up the body of Christ. 

I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your 
bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship.  Do 
not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that 
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more 
highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the 
measure of faith that God has assigned.  For as in one body we have many members, and 
not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, 
and individually we are members one of another.  We have gifts that differ according to the 
grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 
teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the 
compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

 
Gospel Acclamation  (pg. 205)  

Alleluia!  Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 

 
Gospel Reading  |  Matthew 16:13-20 

At a climactic point in Jesus’ ministry, God reveals to Peter that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God,” and Jesus responds with the promise of a church that will overcome the very gates 
of Hades. 

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who 
do people say that the Son of Man is?”  And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but 
others Elijah, and still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.”  He said to them, “But who 



do you say that I am?”  Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 
God.”  And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah!  For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven.  And I tell you, you are Peter, and on 
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it.  I will 
give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound 
in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  Then he sternly 
ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah. 

 
Sermon 
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[Online] Apostles’ Creed 

Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed: 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
 born of the virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
 was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
 he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 
Prayers of Intercession  

Confident of your care and helped by the Holy Spirit, we pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 



Lord our rock, you are our foundation in Jesus Christ, your Son, whom we confess as the 
living God.  Prepare your church for its mission in bearing witness to Christ, both here at 
home and throughout the world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You call forth praises from the far reaches of the universe to the smallest of creatures. Join 
our songs to theirs, that a spirit of praise and thanksgiving will arouse us to cherish this 
wondrous home you give us.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord. Direct the leaders of countries, 
legislators and magistrates, mayors and councils, to walk in your ways.  Help leaders regard 
those in need with mercy and fulfill your loving purposes in the governance of peoples. 
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

Though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve us, deliver us, and fulfill your purpose 
for us.  According to your steadfast love, grant healing and wholeness to those who are 
bereaved, in trouble or adversity, or sick and in need of care especially Tanya Bohmer, Dave 
Farm, Dave Krenik, Dave Weber, Donna Sladek, Erin Buss, Jane Lorsung, Nancy Gjerde, 
Ron Germsheid, Sara Lobatos, Teri Knish, and Dale Buss.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 

You call us into this community, in which we, though many, are one in Christ.  We give you 
thanks this day for our newest member in Christ, Huxley.  May he, and we, recognize in 
ourselves and in one another the unique gifts you have given us for the building up of the 
church for the sake of the world.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

You are the everlasting Rock from which we were hewn, and you restore your people to joy 
and gladness. In blessed memory and hope, we thank you for the lives of our beloved dead. 
Bring us with them to our heavenly home.  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

In the certain hope that nothing can separate us from your love, we offer these prayers to 
you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: Our Father who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come.  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine 
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
Final Blessing   

May God bless you with a restless discomfort about easy answers, half-truths and 
superficial relationships, so that you may seek truth boldly and love deep within your heart. 



May God bless you with holy anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, so 
that you may tirelessly work for justice, freedom, and peace among all people. 

May God bless you with the gift of tears to shed with those who suffer from pain, rejection, 
starvation, or the loss of all that they cherish, so that you may reach out your hand to 
comfort them and transform their pain into joy. 

May God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you really CAN make a 
difference in this world, so that you are able, with God’s grace, to do what others claim 
cannot be done. 

And the blessing of God the Supreme Majesty and our Creator, + Jesus Christ the Incarnate 
Word who is our brother and Savior, and the Holy Spirit, our Advocate and Guide, be with 
you and remain with you, this day and forevermore.  Amen. 
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Dismissal   

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  Thanks be to God. 


