Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost | October 18th, 2020 | River’s Baptism
Assistants: Allie Schley | Online Reader: Allie Anderson
Announcements
● Special welcome to River -- and his family -- as we celebrate the sacrament of Holy
Baptism and officially welcome him as a member of the body of Christ
● We will begin gathering indoors this month. Starting this week, we will have worship
on Sunday @ 9:00 -and- Wednesday @ 11:00.
○ Because we are limited to 50 people, you will need to RSVP by contacting the
church office. Thank you for your flexibility and understanding.
● Wednesday education programming will begin on Wednesday, October 21st.
○ Wednesday Ed: 5:30 - 6:15 in the education wing
○ Confirmation: 6:00 - 7:30 in the sanctuary
● Next Sunday is Confirmation Sunday
● We will continue to gather for Communion on Tuesdays at 10:00, 5:00, and 7:00. We will
meet in the sanctuary. Please enter through the front doors and maintain proper
distance. RSVP to Pastor Ally if you’d like to celebrate Communion this week!
● There will be a countywide food distribution on O
 ctober 28th at the Le Sueur County
Fairgrounds from 4:00 - 5:30.
Confession + Forgiveness
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of
creation.  Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
(Silence is kept for reflection)
Faithful God, have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass judgement
on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs before those of our
neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make us humble, cast away our
transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection,
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in
the name of ☩ Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do
God’s work in the world. Amen.
Gathering Hymn | L
 et the Whole Creation Cry
[Sacrament of Holy Baptism]

ELW 876 (old recording)

Baptismal Song | J esus Loves Me
Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all. A
 nd also with you.
Prayer of the Day
Sovereign God, raise your throne in our hearts. Created by you, let us live in your image;
created for you, let us act for your glory; redeemed by you, let us give you what is yours,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
[Online Children’s Message]
First Reading | 1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Most likely this letter is the first written by Paul. Paul gives pastoral encouragement and
reassurances to new Christians living in an antagonistic environment. Their commitment of faith,
love, and hope makes them a model for other new Christian communities.
Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to
you and peace.
We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly
remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. For we know, brothers and sisters beloved
by God, that he has chosen you, because our message of the gospel came to you not in word
only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know
what kind of persons we proved to be among you for your sake. And you became imitators
of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received the word with joy inspired by
the Holy Spirit, so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in
Achaia. For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we
had among you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, and
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us
from the wrath that is coming.
*Gospel Acclamation (pg. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.
*Gospel Reading | Matthew 22:15-22

After Jesus begins teaching in the temple, religious leaders try to trap him with questions. First they
ask if God’s people should pay taxes to an earthly tyrant like Caesar.
Then the Pharisees went and plotted to entrap him in what he said. So they sent their
disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are sincere,
and teach the way of God in accordance with truth, and show deference to no one; for you
do not regard people with partiality. Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes
to the emperor, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why are you putting me to
the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin used for the tax.” And they brought him a
denarius. Then he said to them, “Whose head is this, and whose title?” They answered,
“The emperor’s.” Then he said to them, “Give therefore to the emperor the things that are
the emperor’s, and to God the things that are God’s.” When they heard this, they were
amazed; and they left him and went away.
Sermon
Hymn of the Day | Y
 ou Servants of God

ELW 825 (new)

[Online: Apostles’ Creed]
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed:
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
*Prayers of Intercession
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all
those in need.

Gracious God, you call us by name and invite us to share your good news. Send your Holy
Spirit among preachers, missionaries, and evangelists. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.
God of praise, the heavens and all creation declare your salvation. From the rising of the
sun to its setting, may the whole universe show forth your goodness, and may your justice
sound forth from every place. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
God of light, we pray for those living with pain, illness, isolation, grief, anger, or doubt,
especially Tanya Bohmer, Dave Farm, Dave Krenik, Dave Weber, Donna Sladek, Erin Buss,
Jane Lorsung, Nancy Gjerde, Ron Germsheid, Sara Lobatos, Teri Knish, and all those we lift
to you in the quiet of our hearts. Lord, in your mercy, h
 ear our prayer.
Living God, as you raised Jesus from the dead, so raise up those who have died in you. We
give thanks for their witness, confident of your rescuing welcome for all. Lord, in your
mercy, h
 ear our prayer.
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus Christ our Lord. A
 men.
*Lord’s Prayer
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray: O
 ur Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine
is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.
*Final Blessing
Mothering God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth
and life. A
 men.
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Sending Hymn | Oh Jesus, I Have Promised

** Dismissal + Sending Hymn reversed for online worship **
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