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United Lutheran Church, ELCA
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Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/ULCLanse
Pastor: John Ansell; (906) 201-2864

Come and Worship!
We celebrate with worship on
Sunday worship at 10 a.m.
and Mondays at 6 p.m.
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday: 9 am – 12 noon
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday: 9 a.m.–1 p.m.
Wednesday: 1 p.m. – 4 p.m.

January – February 2020

Greetings Everyone,
Happy New Year! I hope everyone enjoyed the
Christmas season and is looking forward to all the
possibilities the New Year brings. Granted for the months of
January and February we will most probably be hunkering down to endure the
cold and snow but I imagine we will still find the time to enjoy our favorite
winter activities like snowshoeing, skiing and snowmobiling.
Winter is the ‘slow me down Lord’ season when we can find more time to
reflect or meditate on our faith. Some winters give us cabin fever after we have
been forced to endure our own company for so long that we tire of being next
to the same small group of family members or even “hosting” ourselves for
days on end. However, such burdens can actually be a blessing in disguise. As
our world gets busier and faster taking time to rest and reflect becomes less and
less important to many. For our own mental and physical health, we have to
pace ourselves and learn how to breathe through our days rather than pant
through them like a sprinter heading for the tape.
God actually encourages us to take time to rest and reflect at least once a
week. Some might remember that the third commandment is to “remember the
Sabbath day and keep it holy”. Such a commandment by God encouraged rest
and reflection just as God did on the seventh day. Now if you are wondering
how to keep the Sabbath holy well then, I think Luther’s small catechism gives
us a good idea about that. “We are to fear and love God, so that we do not
despise preaching or God’s word, but instead keep that word holy and gladly
hear and learn it.” Part of keeping the Sabbath holy is to actively reflect and
learn more about our faith particularly the relationship we have with God. We
can do this by connecting deeper with God’s word. Giving honor to the third
commandment means to take time to rest and reflect on our faith despite the
fast pace of life.
In order to aid you in this endeavor during the winter and other seasons of
the year, I suggest reading daily devotional booklets that are available at the
church or you can even find some on line. Another activity you can try (and
maybe make it a New Year’s Resolution) is to read the bible in a year. There
are many online schedules that can help you stay on track with such a
resolution. Lastly there is always the formal times of worship here at the
church every Sunday and Monday.
Whatever you decide to do I encourage you to take the time to rest and
reflect not just through this snowy slow time of the year but all throughout the
year. May God continue to bless us all this month and every month of this New
Year.
Sincerely,

Pastor John Ansell

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
We are a family UNITED … and what a great
way to get to know each other better … over
coffee!
But we need YOU to put on the coffee and be
willing to clean up afterwards (and perhaps
provide something to go with the coffee).
Check the sign-up sheet in the barrier-free entrance. Remember,
the focus is the fellowship … so keep the food simple.
All the monetary donations received
during the Fellowship Hour
go toward World Hunger.

FELLOWSHIP HOSTS FOR January/February
Hosts are needed for January/February.
Please sign up on the sheet on Volunteer Wall to Serve Coffee.

January
January 1
January 6
January 8
January 9
January 10
January 14
January 16
January 18
January 19
January 20
January 21
January 23
January 25
January 28
January 29
January 30
January 31

Kelsey Ross
Neil Whitman
Andrea McMahon
Steve Koski, Terra Sweeney
Raeanne Waara
Karisa Mukka
Jonathon DesLaurier
Lois Anderson, Jean Johnson
Gerald Marinich
Betty Ann Pyhtila
William A. Ruona, Jr.
Brian Peterson
Rik Moilanen
Steve Giddings, Alyna Tollefson
Zak Kissel
Sarah Mills, Vicky Solberg
Susan Coffey, Jan Cram

February
February 1
February 2
February 4
February 5
February 6
February 8
February 10
February 12
February 13
February 15
February 20
February 25
February 26
February 28

Joan Bugni, Ruth Anne Connor
Herbert Tollefson
Julie Kissel
Edward Tollefson
Ashlyn Ahola
Madison Peterson
Barbara DesLaurier
Jared Johnson
Lucille Conley
Gail Hakola
Annette Lindstrom
Dawn Kemppainen
Heather Brown
Bernice Haapala

Worship Service for Ash Wednesday
February 26th at 6 p.m. – Ash Wednesday Worship

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!!!
Annual Meeting will be on Sunday, January 26th
following the potluck brunch. There will be a
Potluck Bruch following worship. Please bring a
dish to share.
ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS: Please remember that there will
be a brief organizational meeting following the annual meeting.
CONGREGATION MEMBERS: Please remember that we will
be voting on the updates and changes to the Constitution. If you
would like a copy of the updated Constitution, please pick up a
copy from the church office.
Annual Report deadline will be Friday, January
10th. Please have all reports into the church office by
that date!

News from the Women of United
The Annual Christmas gathering may have
been small in number, but it was great in
fellowship and fun. The ladies heard again
the Christmas story and enjoyed a variety of
wonderful goodies. Safe to say, “A good time
was had by all!”.
The next meeting of the women of United will be our Winter
Picnic with grilled hot dogs and potato salad — a traditional
picnic lunch. Watch the weekly bulletin and check our w
Website and Facebook for more details — such as date and
time.
Cookie Walk — Another Great Success!
This year we were asked to bring our cookies already on trays
so set-up did not take as long as in the past, but certainly long
enough to enjoy some great fellowship on Friday night.
Saturday morning there as a line of people waiting for the
“doors” to open. Choosing favorites to purchase or just enjoying
morning coffee with a friend, the social hall was filled with joy
and laughter. Once again the variety of “sugar” was
amazing. Cookies, candies, breads and Pastor’s (now becoming
famous) pecan pies flew off the tables and in less than 2 hours
almost everything was sold.
Taking in close to $1,700, the women will be able to help a lot
of our young people go to Fortune Lake this summer. And as our
policy is to donate 10% of our profit to Pastor’s Good Samaritan
Fund, this also helps our neighbors and friends in need.
Thank you, thank you, thank you, to everyone who baked, or
non-baked, who donated, who purchased, and especially those
who worked. It is only because of YOU that events like this can
happen. Everything you do is greatly appreciated!

SHUT-INS
Please remember our shut-ins. Keep them in your prayers.
If you have a moment, stop and visit them.
At Bayside: Joyce Taipalus.
At home: Ellen Biekkola, Arlene Patterson, Judy Testen.
Bob Alatalo, Tom DesRochers, Ben Dorsky, Tim
Elmblad, Karen Hall, Debbie Hansen, Ronald Jestila,
Jean Johnson, Marge Johnson, Dennis Koski, Samantha
Koski, Janel LaPlante, Steve Lloyd, Al Niemela, Ellie
Parmalee, Judy Parks, Ellie Parmalee, Peggy
Robillard, Jennifer Sauvola & baby, Barbara Walford, Mary Ann.
The Family and Friends of Vivian Grentz
The Family and Friends of Alice Juntunen
The Family and Friends of Michele (Mickey) Martinac
The Family and Friends of Tony Golden

Dear God,
I humbly ask that you heal us from any hurt, shame, sickness, and
guilt. Heal our hearts, O Lord God. Give us beauty for ashes, the
oil of joy for mourning, and let us wear the garment of praise
instead of the spirit of heaviness and burden.
I pray in Jesus name. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC!
Do you play an instrument? Do you sing?
Do you know of someone who sings or
plays an instrument? We are looking for
some people to provide special music during worship. Please call
the church office if you are interested in providing special music!
Thanks!

Articles for Newsletter
Looking for ideas and articles for the newsletter. What would you
like to see? Do you have information to be put in the newsletter?
Remember that the newsletter deadline is the 10th of every
month. Please submit any information to the church office by that
date to be included in the next month’s newsletter. The January
February Newsletter deadline will be December 10th.

WOMEN’S NEWS (CONT.)
Serving You
The United Lutheran family is always available to serve food for
any occasion. Most often this is the luncheon after a
funeral. Over the course of the years the system to get donations
of food and willing workers has changed. What also has changed
is the actual food to be served. What the decrease in active
membership our current method is not working as well as it once
did. So we are looking at making some changes.
Early in January (at a date and time yet to be determined), there
will be a meeting of all Calling Coordinators AND anyone else
who has an interest. If you have ideas to share,
please come. Meeting date/time will be published in the bulletin
or if you are interested, let Ruth Anne know (524-7648) and she
will give you a call.
All ideas will be welcomed!

SARAH CIRCLE

Deposit for Contributions
Did you know that even if you do not attend worship YOU
CAN still give to your church? Go to your financial institution
and tell them you want to set up a deposit to United Lutheran
Church General Fund Account #900104257;
SNB Routing #091101879 It is as easy as that!
Thank you for supporting your church!

Sarah Circle will meet on Tuesday, January 7th
at 9:30 a.m. (Jeannie Gourneau is hostess) and
Tuesday, February 4th at 9:30 a.m. We will
meet at Dee Soli’s house. All ladies are
welcome to attend.

Sunday School!
Sunday School Sunday School is at 10 a.m. .
GRADES 2-5: Please remember to bring your
Bibles every Sunday! We will be using them to
read our Bible lessons!

Worship Attendance

th

NO Sunday School on February 16 . Please mark these dates
on your calendar!

6th, 7th, and 8th Grade Confirmation Class
CONFIRMATION CLASSES will be on January 19, February
2, and February 23 at 11:00 a.m.
There will not be Confirmation on January 26th due to the Annual
Meeting.
We are looking for Confirmation students and parents to help
serve and clean up for the Potluck Brunch on Sunday, January
26th. If you can help, please call the church office.
Remember your Bibles for Confirmation Class!!
We are studying the Bible this year! It is important for you to
bring your Bibles!

Sunday School

Sunday

Monday

December 1-2

--

28

13

December 8-9

--

75

7

December 15-16

--

40

17

December 22

--

44

--

December 24 5 pm

--

108

--

December 24 10 pm --

38

--

December 25

--

22

--

December 29-30

--

24

.

9

Council Highlights

WINDOW FUND ENVELOPES
If you are interested in donating to the Window Fund to replace
the windows in the education window, there are envelopes in the
Barrier-free entrance.

When you do your Christmas shopping at smile.amazon.com/ch/521041889, Amazon donates to United Lutheran Church.

Ø Pastor John will be taking his last vacations days the end
of the year.
Ø Financial Secretary’s records were audited, by Jeannie
Gourneau & Marilyn Harden, through November 2019.
Everything was found to be in good order.
Ø Treasurer’s books were audited through the end of
November 2019. Everything was found to be in good
order.
Ø Constitution and By-Laws – we will be voting at the
Annual Meeting on the updates and changes to the
Constitution.
Ø Memorial & Gift Fund – The committee has agreed to pay
for a new copy machine for the church.
Ø Mutual Ministry – Everyone has had their annual review.
Ø Annual Meeting is set for January 26th following worship,
with a potluck brunch before the meeting.

UPCOMING COUNCIL MEETING

You can use Amazon Smile if you have Prime also. If you have
any questions, please call the church office

Regular Council Meeting will be on
Sunday, January 12th, and Sunday, February 9th
following worship (11:15 a.m.)

We have received $12.16 from Amazon Smile for July through
September 2019.

An Organizational Meeting will be held on Sunday,
January 26th after the Annual Meeting.
Please remember that all congregation members are welcome to
attend the council meetings. If you have any questions or
concerns, please let a council member know.

Peppermint Chocolate Almond Crisps
Ingredients

NEW YEAR PRAYER
Thank you lord for giving me
The brand new year ahead.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 tube (16-1/2 ounces) refrigerated sugar cookie dough
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/4 cup slivered almonds, coarsely chopped
1 tablespoon grated lemon zest
1 teaspoon peppermint extract
1 cup (6 ounces) semisweet chocolate chips
1 tablespoon shortening
Chopped candy canes and almond slivers, optional

Help me live the way I should
As each new day I tread.
Give me gentle wisdom

Directions
•

Preheat oven to 325°. Place cookie dough in a small bowl;
let stand at room temperature 15-20 minutes to soften. Add
flour, almonds, zest and extract; beat until blended.

•

Divide dough in half. On a parchment-lined baking sheet,
shape each portion into a 12x2-in. rectangle. Bake until
golden brown and crisp, 20-25 minutes. Cool on pan 2
minutes. Remove to a wire rack to cool completely.

•

Transfer baked rectangles to a cutting board. Using a
serrated knife, cut into 1-in. slices.

•

In a microwave-safe bowl, melt chocolate chips and
shortening; stir until smooth. Dip one end of each biscotti
into melted chocolate, allowing excess to drip off. If
desired, sprinkle with candy canes and almond slivers.
Place on waxed paper; let stand until set. Store between
pieces of waxed paper in an airtight container.

That I might help a friend,
Give me strength and courage
So a shoulder I might lend
The year ahead is empty,
Help me fill it with good things
Each new day filled with joy
And happiness it brings.
Amen.

Nutrition Facts
1 cookie: 135 calories, 7g fat (2g saturated fat), 2mg cholesterol,
65mg sodium, 18g carbohydrate (11g sugars, 1g fiber), 1g protein.

