Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, July 25, 2021
PRAYER OF THE DAY
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray:
Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth.
Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven
and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.
Amen.
Jeremiah 23:1-6
Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my
pasture! says the LORD. 2 Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of
Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people: It is you
who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you
have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil doings,
says the LORD. 3 Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out
of all the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to
their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply. 4 I will raise up
shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear
any longer, or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says the LORD.
5 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for
David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6 In his days
Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety. And this is the name
by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.”
Psalm 145:10-18
10All your works shall praise you, O LORD,
and your faithful ones shall bless you.
11They shall tell of the glory of your kingdom
and speak of your power,
12that all people may know of your power
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom.

13Your

kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; your dominion
endures throughout all ages.
You, LORD, are faithful in all your words, and loving in all
your works.
14The Lord upholds all those who fall
and lifts up those who are bowed down.
15The eyes of all wait upon you, O LORD,
and you give them their food in due season.
16You open wide your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.
17You are righteous in all your ways
and loving in all your works.
18You are near to all who call upon you,
to all who call upon you faithfully.
SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21
14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to
the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in
your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. 18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend,
with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
19and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.
20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
The Word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
GOSPEL: Mark 6:53-7:13
The holy gospel according to St. Mark, the 6th and 7thchapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
53 When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret
and moored the boat. 54 When they got out of the boat, people at once

recognized him, 55 and rushed about that whole region and began to
bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. 56 And wherever
he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the
marketplaces, and begged him that they might touch even the fringe of
his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.
7 Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come
from Jerusalem gathered around him, 2 they noticed that some of his
disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing
them. 3 (For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they
thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing the tradition of the
elders; 4 and they do not eat anything from the market unless they
wash it; and there are also many other traditions that they observe, the
washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5 So the Pharisees and the
scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the
tradition of the elders, but eat with defiled hands?” 6 He said to them,
“Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written,
‘This people honors me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from me;
7 in vain do they worship me,
teaching human precepts as doctrines.’
8 You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human
tradition.”
9 Then he said to them, “You have a fine way of rejecting the
commandment of God in order to keep your tradition! 10 For Moses
said, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘Whoever speaks evil of
father or mother must surely die.’ 11 But you say that if anyone tells
father or mother, ‘Whatever support you might have had from me is
Corban’ (that is, an offering to God)— 12 then you no longer permit
doing anything for a father or mother, 13 thus making void the word of
God through your tradition that you have handed on. And you do many
things like this.”
The Gospel of the Lord
Praise to you, O Christ
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the
church, the world, and all of creation.

We pray for the church. Bless the ministries of our neighboring
congregations (especially). Empower churches throughout the world and
encourage missionaries who accompany global neighbors. Kindle in us a
spirit of collaboration, that all people may know your loving works. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for creation. Send rain to lands experiencing drought and come
to the aid of those enduring sweltering heat. Nurture wheat and barley
crops grown for the nourishment of your people and conserve aquatic
habitats and fish populations. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for those who govern. Cast out arrogance, selfishness, and
corruption and instruct those who lead to practice compassion and
humility. Inspire them with a vision of the common good and a
commitment to ensure that all who hunger are fed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for those bowed down by heavy burdens: those who are
unemployed or underemployed, those unable to find affordable housing,
and those without health insurance. Console those who grieve and hear
the cries of those who call to you for healing (especially). Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We pray for this assembly. Deepen our resolve to use what we have to
serve those in need. When we worry that we do not have enough
resources for ministry, assure us of your abundance. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We give thanks for those who have died. As you sustained them through
all their days, so dwell in our hearts, that we may have the power to
comprehend, with (the apostle James, name/s, and) all the saints, the love
of Christ that surpasses knowledge. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of
your saving love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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